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HOME READING. 


a 
A THOUGHT. 
BY H. H. BROWNE. 
V HEN sinks the day to rest, [ love 
To watch the star ot evening glow 


So calmly, from the heaven above 
Upon the weary earth below. 


So kindly beams its gentle ray 

The gazer’s heart is filled with cheer, 
And heaven, so very far away, 

Now, to the thought, appears more near. 


How different seem its flickering rays, 
When mirrored in the rippling stream ! 
Reflected from each wave ti at plays, 
So restlessly they dance and gleam. 


Thus symbolized, the hope of heaven 
Is steadfast, restful, calm, serene; 
While all beside, to mortals given, 
Is changeful as the wave-lit scene. 


THE WATCH-NIGHT INQUIRY-MERTING. 
BY DWIGHT L. MOODY. 


N response to a request for an account of the watch- 
night inquiry-meeting, when the Rey. Dr. Plumer 
was questioned by me as to the great truths of salvation, 
I give the questions and answers, as I recall them, aided 
by notes taken by others at the time. 

Dr. PLUMER.—I wish to give a year-text to this 
assembly. It is from the 73d Psalm: “Whom have I 
in heaven but thee? And there is none upon earth that 
I desire besides thee.” 

Mr. Moopy.—Dr. Plumer: We speak of the duty of 
‘conviction.” What is conviction? 

Da, PLUMER.—Conviction is a clear persuasion that 
a Ubing is true. Religious conviction is a clear, settled 
persuasion of five things. First: That I am ignorant, 
and need instruction. Second: That I am guilty, and 
deserve wrath and not pardon, Third: That my heart 
is vile, and must be renewed. Fourth: That my con- 
dition is miserable; Iam “ wretched, and miserable, and 
peor.” Fifth: That I am helpless; I am without 
strength ; I cannot save myself; I cannot think a good 
thought without divine grace. 

Mr. Moopy.—What is the use of conviction? 

Dr, PLUMER.—The use of conviction is not to punish 
a man for his sins; nor is it to make him any better. 
The devils in hell have been under an awful conviction 
for a long time and not one of them is any better. The 
sole object of conviction is to light up the soul to the 
faith of Jesus. The sole object of conviction is to 
bring the sinner to accept salvation by atoning blood. 

Mr. Moopy.—Is any given amount of distress neces- 
sary to genuine conversion ? 
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Dr. PLuMER.—Lydia had no distress—we read of 
none. God opened her heart, and she attended to the 
things spoken by Paul; but the jailer of Philippi would 
not have accepted Christ without some alarm. If you 
will accept the Son of God, you need have no trouble ; 
there is nothing in trouble that sanctifies the soul. 


Mr. Moopy.—Well, Doctor, what is conversion? 


Dr. PLuMER.—Glory be to God, there is such a thing 
as conversion. If there was not, everlasting chains and 
darkness would be our doom. To be converted is to turn 
fcom self, self-will, self-righteousness, all self confidence, 
and from sin itself, and to be turned to Christ. The 
turning-point in a man’s conversion is his acceptance of 
Jesus Christ; that he closes in with Christ and gives 
him all his confidence. 

Mr. Moopy.—Why must a sinner come to Christ for 
salvation ? 

Dr. PLUMER.—Because Jesus Christ is the only 
Saviour. All the angels in heaven and all the saints 
in heaven and earth cannot save one sinner. He 
must come to the Saviour. I will tell you why. Here 
are quintillions of tons of atmospheric air; why does not 
that support life without your respiring? You mu-t 
breathe it, or you die. For the same reason you must 
make Christ yours or you perish, notwithstanding what 
he has done. The sight of a river will never quench 
thirst, and the sight of food will never satisfy hunger. 
You must come to Christ and make his salvation yours 

Mr. Moopy.—Can a man be saved here to-night, be- 
fore 12 o’clock—saved all at once? 

Dr. PLUMER.—Why not? In my Bible I read of 
three thousand men gathered together one morning—all 
of them murderers—their hands stained with the blood 
of the Son of God. They met in the morning, and be- 
fore night they were all baptized members of Christ. 
God added to the church in those days such as should 
be saved. If you are ever saved there must be a mo- 
ment when you accept Christ and renounce the world. 

Mr. Moopy.—What is repentance ? 


Dr. PLUMER.—It is turning to God with abhorrence 
of sin, and cleaving to Christ with promise of obedi- 
ence. A man truly repents of his sins, who does not 
commit the sins he has repented of; therefore say- 
ing repentance always terminates in purity of life and 
reformation. A thorough change of heart is followed by 
a thorough change of character. 

Mr. Moopy.—How can I know that I am saved? 


Dr. PLUMER.—The fact that God is true. “ Let God 
be true, but every man a liar.” If I accept Jesus Christ 
it is not Mr. Moody’s word, nor Mr. Sankey’s, nor Dr. 
Newton’s ; it is the Word of the living God whose name 
is Amen. “ He that believeth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life.” 

Mr Moopy.—What if I haven’t got faith enough ? 

Dr. PLUMER.—Glory be to God, if I can touch the 
hem of my Saviour’s garment I shall be saved. A little 
faith is as truly faith as a great deal of faith. A little 
coal of fire in the ashes is as truly fire as the glowing heat 
of a furnace. Jesus says not, if you have great faith you 
will be saved, but “he that believeth shalt be saved.” 
Oh, come and trust him fully. Give him all your gon- 
fidence, and if your faith is not as strong as it ought to 
be, ery, as did the disciples, ‘‘ Lord, increase our faith.” 

Mr. Moopy.—But I don’t know that I have the right 
kind of faith. 

Dr. PLUMER.—Are you able to analyze your faith and 
say whether it is exactly of the right kind? The thief 
upon the cross did not say, if I had a little more faith I 
would ask you to remember me when thou comest into thy 
kingdom. He offered his prayer with the faith he had 
and Christ accepted him. You must have faith in God 
through grace, and then your faith must have works, to 
be of the right kind. 

Mr. Moopy.—I don’t feel that I love Christ enough. 

Dr, PLUMER.—And you never will. To all eternity 








you never will love him as much as he deserves to be 
loved. 
“Had I ten thousand thousand tongues, 
Not one should silent be; 
Had I ten thousand thousand hearts, 
I'd give them all to thee.” 


Mr. Moopy.—When the temptation comes, it is so 
much stronger than my resolution that I yield. What 
shall I do? 

Dr. PrumMER.—Look to Jesus. He was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Christ can 
give us the strength of giants. Jesus is the best Master 
and the best Friend in the universe. Glory be to his 
name forever. 

DAVID AND JONATHAN. 
BY HENRY J. VAN LENNEP, D.D. 

HE events narrated in 1 Samuel 19, oceurred in a 

well known locality, only four miles to the north of 
the Damascus gate of Jerusalem, and close to the high- 
way which leads from the capital of Judea to Nabloos 
and Samaria Some eight minutes’ walk to the right of 
the road stands “ the hill of beans,” probably so called 
from its being usually planted with a crop of that highly 
esteemed vegetable. That hill was not so planted and 
tilled in ancient times. It was once crowned by “no 
mean city,” whose only remains consist vf a heap of 
large blocks, and the foundations of a quadrangular 
building, probably a stronghold or tower, 56 feet by 48. 
This city was Gibeah, the spot where occurred the cruel 
and wicked tragedy of the Levite and his concubine 
(Judges 19: 11-30). It was called the City of Saul, or 
Gibeah of Saul, because four hundred years -later the 
first king of the Hebrews was born and dwelt there, 
Jerusalem being yet in the hands of the Jebusites, from 
whom it was taken by Saul’s successor. 

Saul’s palace in Gibeah doubtless stood in’a command- 
ing position upon the hill, whence the view gave a fine 
and extensive prospect of the country in all directions, 
especially eastward down the gorges which open upon 
the Jordan Valley, and over the opposite mountaifs of 
Gilead and Moab. 

At the period of our narrative, the youngest son of 
Jesse had become a man of note among the Hebrews; 
he was, as we should say, a young officer of great 
personal prowess and uncommon sagacity. Hence his 
unrivalled popularity. He had vanquished the gigantic 
Gcliath under very extraordinary circumstances, and had 
since maintained his high reputation by still greater 
feats of arms. It would seem that the secret of his 
having been anointed king had been well kept by Samuel, 
as well as by his own family. Saul evidently suspected 
David of an intention to supplant his son, and perhaps 
of more; hence his bitter hatred. He knew that God 
had rejected him, and he feared he might eve’ -hange 
the dynasty. Tyrants are always jealous of . inent 
and conspicuous talent. Jonathan, on the other hand, 
though he early acquired the conviction that David 
would some day be king of Israel, was animated by no 
mean or selfish jealousy. His love for David has become 
proverbial among the Hebrews and Christians, as that 
of Damon and Pythias was among the Greeks and 
Romans, 

There are no people on the face of the earth whose 
love for their children, especially for an only son, is 
more conspicuous than that of orientals; they manifest 
great anxiety to do for them whatever lies in their power 
while living, and to leave them their all at death. 
Striking examples occur in the Scriptures. And as 
polygamy existed to a similar extent as now, we often 
find the sons of different wives rivals for their common 
father’s affection and bounty; this was the case with 
Jacob and Esau, Joseph and his brethren, and others 
that might be named. The consequence is frequently 
violence, and sometimes murder, especially among the 
wealthy and in royal families. But despite all these 
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precedents, Jonathan “loved David as he loved his own 


soul.” The statement is made three several times; it is 
remarkable, but it is true, for it forms a part of the 
divine record. The very first manifestation of it was 
characteristic of the East and requires some explana- 
tion. Jonathan was the heir apparent,— David the sub- 
ject, the servant in the eyes of an oriental. Every ad- 
vance must be made by the former, and the latter can 
only thankfully and humbly accept it. When the 
Sultan of Turkey, the Shah of Persia, or the Khedive of 
Ezypt wishes to express his satisfaction with a subject’s 
conduct, he orders him clothed with a robe or furred 
coat of his own; still greater favor is shown by the 
additional gift of one of the sovereign’s swords, girdles, 
or head dresses. The custom is very old; we find it in 
Persia, in the case of Haman and Mordecai five hun- 
dred years before Christ; and it existed in Egypt at least 
twelve hundred years earlier. (Genesis 41: 42) So 
did likewise Jonathan to David, only he took off the 
very garments and the shawl girdle he was wearing, and 
put them upon him, and he gave him his own tried wea- 
pons, his sword, and his famous bow, with his arrows. 


Meanwhile Saul’s jealousy and hatred daily waxed 
stronger toward David, as the latter grew in popularity 
with the people. He first sought covertly to be rid of 
him by placing him in circumstances of danger; this 
being of no avail, he begged in vain that some one would 
kill him; and he finally tried to murder him with his 
own hand. David could never be induced to “ lay his 
hand upon the Lord’s anointed,” even in righteous self- 
defence; he only fied from him, Saul brooded over 
God’s rejection and fits of melancholy and partial mad- 
ness came upon him. He could be soothed only by the 
sound of David’s lute (the modern ‘amboora, a kind of 
guitar) accompanying the singing of one of his own 
sweet hymns, But instead of obtaining relief, Saul’s 
passions would sometimes become uncontrollable at the 
sight of the innocent object of his hatred, and he would 
hurl a spear at him, which David could barely avoid. 
He one evening ordered some of his guards to watch 
David’s house and catch him as he issued in the morn- 
ing. Michal heard of it and sent away her husband 
during the night. It would seem that, like Jacob’s 
wives (Gen. 31: 19, and 35:2, 4), Michal kept idols 
in her house; but she cannot have had much respect 
for them, and they certainly might have been put to a 
worse use than was done on this occasion! She laid 
down the image at full length on the bed, wrapt its head 
in a shaggy black goat’s skin, such as are used for a 
common rug, and are always at hand, thus imitating a 
sick man who buries his face in his pillow, and covered 
the body of the image with one of David’s robes. In 
the.morning, when the guards after long watching came 
to the house, Michal bid them tread softly, and showéd 
them, as they supposed, her sick husband lying in bed; 
he was of course too sick to go with them, They made 
their report to the king, who having ordered them to 
bring him in his bed, the deception was discovered. The 
bed doubtless consisted as now of a single wool mattress, 
with sheets, coverlet, and pillow, which were spread on 
the floor; and the messengers were bidden to take up 
David with his bed as he lay init. It is thus the sick 
of the palsy was conveyed to Jesus, and in the same 
manner the sick are often carried at the present day. 
The beds of the family are spread every evening upon 
the floor, and piled up in the morning in a large cup- 
board made for the purpose. : 

Whither should David flee from the king but to the 
only man he might be supposed to fear—to Samuel, who 
would at least comfort and advise him. His dwelling 
was close by, at Ramah, but two miles away, on the lofty 
hill now called Neby Samwil. Thither he went that 
night, and after a conference they both withdrew to the 
sacred precincts of Naioth, a sort of ancient monastery 
or Tekkeh, occupied by scribes and prophets, who there 
lived in common ; the offices of teacher and copyist of 
the sacred books were, at that early period, combined in 
the same person, as during the middle ages. But Saul 
was after the object of his jealousy even here, first by his 
servants and then in person. 

David fled again. He went back to Gibeah by night 
and sought out his friend Jonathan. At an interview 
held first in the house and subsequently in the open 
fields—lest they should be overheard and their plan 
shoald be reported to the king—it was arranged that a 
last effort should be made to bring the monarch to adopt 
a more reasonable course of conduct; and should this 
fail, David was to have full warning that he might flee 
to.the wilderness, and there seek his support like an 
outlaw and a bandit, 

Jonathan utterly failed to bring his father to reason ; 
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so at the appointed time the future king of Israel was 
hiding with trembling heart behind a large heap of 
stones (Argob) a well-known land mark whence he had 
a good view of the level ground below the town. And 
the heir-apparent of Saul’s throne came down the hill 
accompanied only by a lad whose office it was to pick 
up his master’s arrows. 

The kings of Persia long practised archery on horse- 
back, turning in the saddle at full speed, and striking 
with an arrow a golden bowl set upon the top of a pil- 
lar. The sultans of Turkey still maintain the custom ; 
but instead of shooting at a mark they choose a day when 
a strong wind blows in a favorable direction, and send a 
light arrow very high, so that it is carried toa great dis- 
tance by the breez2. The “lad,” Ogh/an, fully aware of 
his sovereign’s ambition, picks up the arrow, and, bend- 
ing low, runs with it to a great distance, then stops and 
raising himself shows where the arrow fell. Of course 
every sultan beats his predecessor, and a marble pillar 
with an inscription records his feat. 

The bow and arrow were Jonathan’s fighting weapons ; 
but he now merely shot far away and cried to the lad to 
look beyond the mark. He then sent him home with 
his weapons as though he wished to take a walk by him- 
self. The word “artillery” was applied to all manner of 
war engines before gunpowder came into general use. 

This was the last meeting of the two friends. David 
acknowledged Jonathan as his master by a triple pros- 
tration to the ground, the homage of a subject in the 
East to his sovereign. They then wept as children and 
parted. Jonathan’s anticipations were realized : he died 
in the field of Gilboah. David became king of Israel ; 
but he never forgot his friend and was kind to his chil- 
dren after him. 

Ingham University. 


THE LESSON IN THE CLASS, 
BY MARY P. HALE. 


A® a general thing, if a teacher do not erjoy her 
teaching, her scholars will not. If she be not in- 
terested in the lesson, her scholars wili uvi be. But it 
is not always that a teacher, who goes to her work with 
a heart all on fire with love for the sweet lessons and 
spiritual truths, which she discovers in the subject for 
the day—it is not always that such a teacher is success- 
ful in inspiring her pupils or in seeing their conversion. 

Let not such be discouraged in not beholding good 
results in her class. The end is not yet. Your labor 
shall not be in vain in the Lord. But be careful not 
to aim above the level of your pupils. Remember they 
cannot yet appreciate the graces and truths which so de- 
light you. Look back to your own childhood and 
consider how little you then understood these things. 
Feed them not with strong meat, till they are able to 
bear it ; yet be sure that you do feed them and not send 
them away empty. Above all, ever wait patiently on 
God for the bestowal of his Spirit. 

A veteran teacher, full of the spiritual perception 
above mentioned said, “If I do not find myself 
benefited by my class labors, I feel that something 
is wrong in myself; and if I do not benefit my 
scholars, I feel that something is wrong in myself. 
I have faith to believe they will all be converted; 
although none have yet takea a decided stand, not- 
withstanding I have labored with them two years, 
Yet I think all have gained much knowledge of sacred 
truth and in many there is a dawning of spiritual per- 
ception.” A few weeks after he spake thus, he was 
called to his final reward, and not many months after 
all of his six pupils joined the church at the same time. 
Each of them ascribed their first awakening and their 
conversion to his instructions. In every instance, some 
special truth was brought home vividly to the heart— 
each differing from the other; so well did he adapt his 
teachings to each individual case. “And,” said one, 
“whatever might be the subject of the lesson, he always 
brought in Christ before he closed, and left us with 
some vivid impression of his loveliness.” 

Ab, here was the secret of his power, and there is rea- 
son to think that each of these dear youth were growing 
into this divine likeness, through their teacher’s attract- 
ive presentations, many months before he left them. 
But it required a different influence to bring them to the 
“decided stand” of which he spoke. Paul may plant 
and Apollos water; but God giveth the increase. 

Another teacher possessed great powers of illustra- 
tion, and could hold the attention of a class with an in- 
tentness that could not but be noticed by persons in the 
vicinity. Yet no conversions occurred while the pupils 
were members of his class. Whether afterward or not is 
unknown except in one case, and that one said, “ With 
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all Mr. Z’s ta'ent, I do not think he showed Christ very 
clearly to his pupils.” 

It is not enough for teachers to stray in the green pas- 
tures of spiritual thought or elevated feeling; or roam 
in the ‘fertile grounds of happy illustration ; unless in 
each department there be made a pathway which shall 
lead both teacher and scholar to Christ. This should be 
done adroitly and feelingly, without long exordium or 
talking at the scholars, and should be the summing up 
of all illustration and anecdote. 

When young, I learned a lesson, incidentally and 
indirectly, through want of adaptation in an older 
Christian. On leaving a little sick boy. whom we 
had visited, this lady said, “Be a good boy and think 
of God and heaven.” While I would not dictate to my 
elder friend, this set me to thinking and questioning. 
“ What knowledge or ideal of God and heaven has this 
poor child of ignorant parents? Consequently, what has 
he to think of?’ Soon after, another teacher came and 
taking the hand of the little one, said, “ Jamie, did you 
ever hear of Jesus going into the room of a little sick 
girl, walking close up to her bed, and taking her by the 
hand and making her well?” “No, ma’am.” “ Well, I 
can tell you something more wonderful.” “ Jesus came 
one day to the bed of a little girl who had just died,” 
etc. From this Scripture, having told the story fully, 
she “ preached Jesus” in a simple way as a Saviour 
from sin. “Oh now I have something to think about,” 
he said, with glistening eye, as his teacher was about to 
leave. 

And in our classes, often, among our dear scholars, are 
those who only need some knowledge, something besides 
mere abstract truth, in order to realize a living, personal 
Saviour, and give him their young hearts without 
reserve. 

It would be well for us teachers often to put to our- 
selves the question we so frequently ask the little ones, 
“ For what do I go to Sunday-school?” Do I teach or 
preach? Do I impart spiritual knowledge, or do I mys- 
tify by terms unadapted to the comprehension of a child 
or an uneducated adult? Do I strive to put myself in 
the place of such, and endeavor to realize in how narrow 
a circle a child’s ideas move? and how cireumscribed are 
the religious views of an ignorant or unconverted adult 
and how dim are their perceptions of spiritual things ? 
More than all, do I present Christ in an earnest, loving 
way? 


LIFE-TIME MOTIVES. 
BY J. M. HOWARD. 


N teaching the young we are too apt to overlook the 
importance « f religion in this life. We reach out to 
the future life for motives as though religion were worth 
little till the hour of death. Young people naturally 
have little sympathy with this kind of teaching. They 
think more about living than dying, and instruction, 
whether from the pulpit or in the Sabbath-school, that 
is forever made ghastly by associations of death and the 
grave, may fill them with terror, but can hardly win 
them to love. 

The present life will interest and employ the mass of 
mankind, and especially the younger portion of mankind 
more than any promised life. It should therefore be 
understood in our sermons, and in our lessons and songs, 
that religion begins to bear its fruits here; that good is 
to be derived from it now, every day; that it is an es- 
sential part of earthly education. It belongs to earth 
as well as to heaven ; and its earthly fruits are of more 
immediate importance than the heavenly. 

The little hill that I must climb to-day, is of more 
importance /o-day than the great mountain which I will 
not reach till next year. The crust which sustains life 
now, is more than to-morrow’s feast. So the sorrows and 
joys of time tax us more and help us more than the dis- 
tant issues of eternity. So present motives often influ- 
ence us more than all the unreached future. Suppose 
you have a theory that people will delight in mathe- 
matics in heaven, and you set a class to studying arith- 
metic so that they may be prepared to die. Whenever 
you talk about arithmetic you talk about death, and the 
grave, and eternity. Will you thus add to the interest 
in the study? Will you not rather make it gloomy and 
repulsive? But if you show that it will lead to useful- 
ness and happiness here, that it will help to ennoble this 
life and make this life successful, it will be the strongest 
possible incentive to effort. So there is danger of putting 
too much about death and heaven and hell into our re- 
ligious instruction to the young. Not that these things 
are to be ignored, but we are not to connect these dis- 
tant, and, to the young mind, gloomy motives, exclu- 
sively with religion. Religion, as much as arithmetic, 
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and much more than arithmetic, is to be used in this 
life; is to fit us to do life-time work and enjoy life-time 
blessings. 

Of course religious training, like all right training, is 
to bear its best and final fruit in eternity. But its im- 
mediate work is to help people to success and happiness 
in this life. It is to mould our characters here by the 
good and by the evil, by the joy and by the pain. This 
life is not an idle prelude without meaning till the awful 
curtain that divides it from eternity shall be removed. 
It is not a barren winter time of joyless waiting, but a 
busy seed time, and a daily harvest of real and impor- 
tant labors and joys. 

The end of religious training is the development of 
character, the growth of true manhood. It is not merely 
to escape from hell or to gain heaven. Its best fruits 
are in us. Its highest result is not the privilege of walk- 
ing the golden streets, or of singing round the throne, 
but the fitness for serving God and enjoying him which 
shall be developed in us. This development begins 
here; this highest blessing of heaven may begin in the 
heart and life of every teacher and scholar now. Nor 
are these feeble, earthly beginnings less important to us, 
or less precious in the sight of God than the heavenly 
growth of angels, or the perfected beauty of glorified 
saints, 


GOD AS A FRIEND. 


BY W. S. PLUMER, D.D. 


DO not remember that anywhere in Scripture God is 
called a friend, though he is said to be and to do all 
that is implied in the best of friends; nor does he refuse 
to own his believing people as his friends. Abraham is 
several times called the friend of God, and to his disciples 
Jesus says, “ Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever 
I command you.” Let us then consider God as a friend. 
All his attributes are perfections, and all his perfec- 
tions are such as to make his friendship unspeakably 
valuable. He is present everywhere, and so is ever 
ready. He knows all things, and so perfectly under- 
stands our wants, and fears, and perils. He is so wise 
in counsel that he taketh the cunning in their own 
craftiness. All the time the wicked are falling into pits 
which they have digged. He is so powerful that none 
can resist him. It was a great revelation made to the 
patriarch and through him to the world, “I am the Al- 
mighty God.” Before him all creatures are as grass- 
hoppers, and all causes impotent. 

Then he is independent and can act as lovingly as he 
pleases without let or hindrance; and he is unchange- 
able. That is the reason we are not all consumed. His 
love is wonderful, surpassing all names of kindness and 
tenderness. His truth is unfailing, and his faithfulness 
reacheth unto the clouds. He shows mercy to thou- 
sands of generations of them that love him and keep 
his commandments. If he isa friend at all he is just 
such a friend as man needs. Let us see: 

1, “A friend loveth at all times.” He does not turn 
against you when slandered, or insulted, or sick, or poor, 
or desolate. He is then a friend as well as when you 
are prosperous, or flattered, or full, or joyful. This is 
the very nature of God’s love to us. The Syrian whose 
servant fell sick went on and left the poor man to the 
tender mercies of strangers. Not so Jehovah. He 
strengthens his child on the bed of sickness; he makes 
all his bed; he puts underneath him the everlasting 
arms. When his people are reproached for his sake he 
wil! bring forth their righteousness as the light, and 
their judgment as the noonday. Not a foul aspersion 
will he leave upon them. 

2. “ Faithful are the wounds of a friend.” A reproof 
given in love is better than flattery. A good man will 
not suffer sin on one whom he loves, That would be 
cruel hatred. He will in any wise reprove him. Lord 
Verulam well says, ‘‘ Those friends are weak and worth- 
less that will not use the privilege of friendship in ad- 
monishing their friends with freedom and confidence, as 
well of their errors as of their danger.” God loves his 
friends too well to leave a spot, or wrinkle, or a blemish 
upon them. Let us listen to the voice of reproof given 
by the Lord, both in his Word and in his providence, 

3 “There is a friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother.” Jonathan was more loving and faithful to 
David than any of his own brothers according to the 
flesh. So God is a friend that is more faithful than any 
brother ever was. Hear his words: “I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee.” This is the celebrated verse, 
which has in it five negatives, and might read, I will 
never, no never leave thee; I will never, no never, no 
never forsake thee. From the earliest ages and in all 
countries brothers have been alienated, and their friend- 





ships hardly, and in some cases never renewed. But 
that is not God’s way. When he becomes our friend, 
and we then behave badly, he visits our transgressions 
with the rod, and our iniquities with stripes, but his 
loving kindness he never withdraws. “I will betroth 
thee unto me forever ; yea, I will betroth thee unto me 
in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving kind- 
ness, and in mercies. I mill even betroth thee unto me 
in faithfulness.” If such is the friendship of God, then 

1. Let us not be very anxious for the smiles of wicked 
men. He that will be the friend of the world is the 
enemy of God. The friendship of the world is enmity 
with God. This world murdered Jesus Christ and mil- 
lions of his followers. 

2 Let us put a high, a supreme estimate on the friend- 
ship of God. His favor is life. His frown is death. 
Without any earthly friend to help us we may be happy 
in Gd, in God alone. 

3. Let us seek to persuade all men to be reconciled to 
Gcd. Oh that the perishing would be saved, the dying 
live, the condemned accept pardon, and the lost salva- 
tion! Then God would be their friend a'so. 


A CENTURY OLD. 
BY MARY B. DODGE. 


i gee long, continuous swells 
Of the o'd and new years’ bells! 

Borne upon the midnight air, 

Breaking through the torchlight glare, 

Bearing over spire and vane, 

Over mountain, over plain, 

Freedom’s song is grandly rol'ed, 

Freedom's song, a century old. 

Never pealed such bells before, 

Ringing loud from shore to shore ; 

From Atlantic’s crested surge 

To the broad Pacific’s verge ; 

From Canadian forests’ snow 

To the Gulf Stream's tropic flow ; 

Ringing brave, and ringing bold, 

Freedom's song, a century old. 

Other years to gloom have stept, 

And for them our hearts have wept ; 

But for this, in which a flower 

Whitely crowns the waning hour, 

Spreading fragrance far and near, 

Have we only smiles and cheer; 

For these dying hours unfold 

Freedom ’s plant, a century old. 


Sun and rain the roots have fed ; 
Toil to pleasure has been wed 

In the care its growth has known ; 
Riseth from the sod a moan 
Where the dews of carnage fell ; 
But, o’er all, rare blossoms swell, 
Fair leaved, with a beart of gold, 
Bloom of seed, a century old ! 


Comes the new year lordly in, 
Claiming long descent of kin 

Wise and firm in freedom's way ; 
Not the creature of a day 

Poising unaccustomed wings, 

Is the liberty he brings ; 

No! the bells have twelve times told 
Freedom is a century old ! 


Gathering echoes greet our ears 

From the belfry 'twixt the years. 
Twelve was quickly boomed and rung; 
But, the whole song was not sung, 
When the new year’s welcoming chime 
Rang forth praises of the time ;— 
Swelling voices manifold 

Bless the tune, a century old! 


CO-OPERATION ESSENTIAL. 
BY THE REY, W. H. JORDAN. 


HE great success which under God has attended the 

evangelistic labors of Brothers Moody and Sankey, 
as well as other eminent laymen and evangelists, has not 
only given cause for great joy among Christian people 
because of salvation having come to many precious 
souls, but it bas likewise given rise to a wholesome 
review and criticism of former methods of Christian 
work, and a candid examination of the methods now 
used by these successful gospel workers. The result is, 
a casting aside of many ponderous, sticky, and slow- 
going modes of work, which often rather hindered than 
helped the work, and the adoption of methods which 
reach farther out, and go deeper down, and more effectu- 
ally stir up the hearts of the masses. The gospel thus 
divested of manuscript stilts, and old, tight-laced theo- 
logical corsets is brought nearer to the people, and 
“common people hear it gladly.” It becomes to them 
a gladsome, uplifting, blessed, practical religion, which 
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all who will may come and partake of freely. This is 
good. 

And just so long as this good work continues to win 
souls to Christ, and build up his kingdom among men, 
we pray for its increased success, without a single care 
whether the work is done by unordained laymen and 
women, or by the regular ministry. There is no doubt 
that God intends it to be done by both—the one is tke 
complement of the other. Co-operative work is the sure 
road to success, and with that spirit prevailing, there 
will be no need of Shakspeare’s caution,— 

“Oh beware of jealousy ; 
It is the green-eyed monster, which doth mock 
The meat it feeds on.” 

Another important lesson may be learned from 
Messrs. Moody and Sankey’s success. The necessity of 
co-operation upon the part of the membership of a 
churcb, or Sunday-school, with their pastor, or superin- 
tendent. If these brethren had been left to do their own 
singing, and praying, and preaching, and carry the 
whole burden of their meetings by themselves, as many 
a broken-spirited pastor and discouraged superintendent 
have to do, allowing for difference in talent and execu- 
tive ability, their success would not have been what it 
is. But the people, including the best workers in the 
gospel, and the clergy, came around them, and gave 
them their help and sympathy. 

The earnest, burning words of Bible truth from Mr. 
Moody’s lips are reiterated and clinched by a thousand 
others: while his strong faith and fervent prayers are 
buttressed and reinforced by a multitude of sympathetic 
hearts working with him. Mr. Sankey, with his mellow 
voice, and heart-stirring melodies sings, and a host of 
voices join him in full, hearty choruses, and loud ho- 
sannas. The people sing, and the people pray and work, 
and the work goes on; while God blesses the work and 
the workers. This is as it should be. Cannot our 
churches and schools all over the land take a lesson here 
for their own good? These eminent laymen cannot go 
everywhere. They have but one life, and that will not 
be lengthy perhaps. It would be folly to sit still in 
idleness waiting for Moody and Sankey to “get upa 
revival for us ;”’ or, a8 one person remarked, “ Come and 
make a good meeting for us.” 

Make a good meeting for yourselves, by gathering 
around your own pastor and superintendent, as the 
people do about these eminent workers, and go to work 
with the material you have in dead earnest; and you 
will be astonished to find what a talented man your 
pastor or superintendent is, and what a wonderful 
blessing God had in store for you, just waiting for you 
to come and take it. Then stop grumbling about your 
pastor’s inefficiency, and discouraging him by wishing 
out loud that Moody and Sankey would come to your 
schoolhouse or church, and stand by the men you have, 
in hearty, Christ-like, brotherly and sisterly co-opera- 
tion: then, if you don’t have a revival in both school 
and church, let us know. 


EYES, BUT THEY SEE NOT. 
BY MRS. J. E. MC CONAUGHY, 
HERE are many people who, as the Russian proverb 
has it, ‘can go through the forest and see no fire- 
wood.” Good, stirring ideas lie thickly strewn around 
them, but they might as well be destitute of mental 
sight for all the perception they have of them. 

An observing mind is not a gift of nature. It is an 
acquired accomplishment, and a very high accomplish- 
ment too. Many people have very curious ideas of na- 
tural gifts. It is only by repetition, constant and perse- 
vering, that skill in any art is attained ; even this most 
desirable habit of mind is gained only by severe drilling. 
It is an invaluable attainment for a Sunday-school 
teacher. Indeed, without it no one can long retain the 
interest of a class of wide-awake young Americans, A 
mind that is quick to catch, and sharp to apply the les- 
sons of the times, the stirring news of the week that is 
én everybody’s lip, is the one most willingly heard. The 
teacher who can, from his varied reading or weekday 
experience, bring home an illustration entirely new, will 
make his mark in the esteem of his class. Get them out 
of their old beaten tracks of thinking; their droning 
way of reading and considering Bible truths. Make 
them feel that it is really God’s Word to them, and nail 
some one central thought, some golden text in the me- 
mory every Sabbath. If we feel the dull mists of sloth 
settling over our faculties, we must energize our souls to 
rise above them. There is nothing like the beams of 
golden light from the cross to wake up all the powers to 
do their utmost. We shall learn in its pure sunshine to 


look with new vision on all things earthly, as well as 
those that are heavenly, 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


[ First Quarter, 1876. } 


8 Jan. 16.—David and Goliath..........cccceseees ..1 Sam 17; 38-51 
4. Jan, 23.—David in the Palace... . panee deities 1 Sam. 18: 1-16, 
5. Jan. 30.—David and Jonathan...................5 1 Sam. 20: 36-42. 
5. Jan, 30.—David and Jonathan. ....cccccccccccecceeeeceesees 1 Sam. 20 : 35-42, 
6. Feb. 6.—David Sparing Saul...............ccccseseseeeeeeseees 1 Sam. 24: 1-16. 
7. Feb. 18.—Saul and his Sons Slain.........c0.ccssceeeseeees 1 Sam. 31: 1-4. 
8 Feb, 20.—David Established King............ccccccecceee 2 Sam. 5: 17-25. 
9. Feb. 27.—The Ark brought to ZiOM .....66. ccccseeesesenes 2 Sam, 6:1-15. 
10. March 5.—God's Covenant with David.................. 2 Sam. 7: 18-29. 
11. March 12,—Absalom’s Rebellion.............00..ccccceseee 2 Sam. 15:1-14 
12. March 19.—Absalom’s Death..............::ccccersceeeseseee 2 Sam. 18 : 24-33, 


13. March 26.—Review; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 


LESSON 5, SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 1876. 
Title: DAVID AND JONATHAN. 


GOLDEN TEXT: THERE Is A FRIEND THAT STICKETH 
‘LOSER THAN A BROTHER — Prov, 18: 24. 


HOME READINGS. 
Monday, Jan, 24: 1 Sam, 20:35-42. David and Jonathan. 
Tuesday, Jan, 25: 1 Sam, 19: 1-18. Saul tries to kill David. 
Wednesday, Jan. 26: 1 Sam, 20:1-23. Jonathan befriends David 
Thursday, Jan. 27: 2 Sam. 9:1-18, David keeps his covenant 
Friday, Jan. 28: Psa. 138°1-3. Brotherly love praised, 
Saturday, Jan, 29: 1 John 4:7-21. Brotherly love urged. 
Sunday, Jan, 30; John 15: 1-15, Words from our best Friend. 


LESSON TEXT. 
{1 Sam, 20 : 35-42, ] 

35. And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan went out 
into the fleld at the time appointed with David, and a little lad with 
him. 

36. And he said unto his iad, Run, find out now the arrows which 
I shoot. And as the lad ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. 

87, And when the lad was come to the place of the arrow which 
Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried after the lad, and said, Js not the 
arrow beyond thee ? 

88. And Jonathan cried after the lad, Make speed, haste, stay not, 
And Jonathan's lad gathered up the arrows, and came to his master. 

39. But the lad knew not anything: only Jonathan and David 
knew the matter. 

40. And Jonathan gave his artillery unto his lad, and said unto 
him, Go, carry them to the city. 

41. And as soon 4s the lad was gone, David arose out of a place to- 
ward the south, and fell on his face to the ground, and bowed him- 
self three times: and they kissed one another, and wept one with an- 
other, until David exceeded. 

42. And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace, forasmuch as we have 
sworn both of us in the name of the Lorp, saying, The Lorp be be- 
tween me and thee, and between my seed and thy seed forever. And 
he arose and departed ; and Jonathan went into the city, 


EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 
I* preparing this lesson read the whole of chapters 19 and 
20; and review a part of the last lesson which treats of 
the commencement of the friend-hip between Jonathan and 
David, and refer also to Psalm 59. 
THE CONNECTION. 

David continued to rise in fame and honor among all the 
people because of his wisdom and valor; and Saul sought all 
the more to compass his destruction. He sent him on many 
hazardous expeditions in the hope that he might be slain in 
battle. But so remarkable was the safety, as well as the suc- 
cess, of David, that he seemed to bear a charmed life, as in- 
deed he did, for “the Lord was with him, and even on this 
account Saul feared and hated him the more.” 

In order to get David more thoroughly in his power, he 
insincerely and tardily fulfilled his promise, by giving him 
his daughter for a wife, hoping she might prove “a snare to 
him.” Baffled in all his nefarious schemes to secure the 
death of David by indirect means he resorts to measures of 
avowed hostility and open violence for the execution of his 
murderous purpose. He made four separate attempts to carry 
out his malignant design of putting David to death. 

1, He issued orders to his son and to all his officers to kill 
him. But Jonathan gave due intimation to David of his 
perils, and by his friendly remonstrances and urgent appeals 
turned aside the wrath of the king, and David was spared, 

2. David having returned victorious over the Philistines, 
Saul’s jealousy again overmastered him; and while David 
was in the palace, playing on his harp as he had often done, 
he hurled a javelin at him with such force that it stuck in 
the wall, but he missed his aim, and David was safe. 

3. Saul sent messengers to David’s own house to aasassi- 
nate him, but by the ingenuity of his wife, David escaped 
through a window, and was again saved. 

4. David having fled to Samuel in Ramah, Saul again and 
again sent messengers to take him; and at last went himself, 
but God in a marvellous way interposed in his behal’, by re- 
straining those who sought his life, by the influence of his 
Spirit. Thus in various ways did God deliver his servant 
from imminent peril. Twice was David saved through the 
aid of members of Saul’s own family ; once by his own agility 
and presence of mind ; and once by direct divine interference. 
All things, even the minds of wicked men, are under the 
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control of God, Blessed are they who put their trust in him. 
THE LESSON 

gives a brief but touching account of the last meeting of 
David snd Jonathan ; and strikingly illustrates the strength 
and worth of true friendship. In ancient history we have 
many instances of ardent friendship between companions in 
service or in suffering, but never was a purer, stronger, and 
more disinterested attachment than that displayed by Jona- 
than toward David. 

Consider: (1.) The concerted signal; (2.) The final meet- 
ing ; (3.) The affecting parting of the devoted friends. 

1. THE CONCERTED SIGNAL (35-40). 

While Saul was under miraculous restraint, David, prob- 
ably acting under the advice of Samuel, privately left the 
school of the prophets and hastened to consult with Jonathan. 
Notwithstanding his frequent and manifestly divine deliver- 
ances and the season of special privilege at Naioth, in the 
companionship and counsels of Samuel, David seems greatly 
disheartened and full of anxiety. Jonathan cheers him with 
the assurance of his own personal love for him, and re- 
minds him of the destiny which awaits him in due time. At 
David’s suggestion he promises to ascertain the state of the 
monarch’s mind toward him, and then in the most solemn 
manner renews the mutual covenant of lasting amity between 
them and theirs, A time and place were then fixed for Jo- 
nathan to report the result of his inquiries ; and as circum- 
stances might render another personal interview impractica- 
ble or unsafe, a certain signal was agreed upon. 

Jonathan, at the peril of his own life, ascertained that the 
king, his father, was still determined to slay David. And 
greatly grieved at the bitter insult offered to himself and the 
indignity put upon his friend, he left the banqueting hall, 
where the disgraceful scene had occurred, with mingled 
feelings of deep indignation and bitter disappointment. 
Early the next morning he faithfully kept his appointment 
with David. How exactly he did so, will be seen by com- 
paring verses 19-22, and 35-38. 

(a.) He went to the trysting place named, where David 
was lying in concealment. 

(b.) He took a lad with him. As such service was usual in 
the circumstances it would awaken no suspicion, nor would 
the “little lad” be likely to surmise anything. 

(c ) He shot;the arrows, and sent the boy after them, and 
called to him, “ Is not the arrow beyond thee?” adding, in a 
voice designed to reach the ears of David, “ Make speed, 
haste, stay not.’ The boy knowing nothing of any special 
meaning in the whole matter, brings the arrows to his master, 
who, as if satisfied for the present with the pastime, gave him 
the “artillerie,” that is, the bow, quiver, and arrows, and 
told him to carry them back to the city, which he immedi- 
ately did. 

il. THE MEETING OF THE FRIENDS (41). 

Jonathan’s object in sending his servant away, was, doubt- 
less, that he might have a brief parting word with the friend 
he loved so well, and whom he might never again meet. 

As soon as the lad is gone, David having heard and under- 
stood the meaning of the signal, comes forth from the south 
side of his hiding place, which may have been either some 
natural cave in a rock, or the ruin of some old fort, near 
which Jonathan now stands. It was a spot never to be for- 
gotten, hallowed by the deepest emotions and holiest affec- 
tions of the human heart. The meeting so briefly, yet so 
vividly and touchingly described, is an illustration of one 
of the most devoted and sanctified friendships the world bas 
ever witnessed. 

(a.) David fell on his face in the presence of Jonathan. This 
he did in token of his loyalty and reverence for his rank as 
the son of the king, of his submission to his authority and 
power, since his life was wholly in his hand, and of his sin- 
cere love and gratitude toward him as a friend, who was all 
in all to him. (Refer to the meeting of Jacob with Esau, 
and of Joseph with his brethren. Gen. 83:2; 42:6; 43: 
26; 45: 14.) 

(b.) They mutually embraced each other. As they drew near 
they fell into each other's arms; every other consideration 
was lost, in the full flow of mutual manly affection and pure 
brotherly love. Their feelings, too deep for ordinary utter- 
ance, find expression only in teara,—‘ they wept one with 
another.” Such tears are more precious than pearls, 

(c.) David exceeded. The manifestation of his grief is more 
violent. He not only wept greatly, but sobbed audibly. His 
strong affection for Jonathan, his keen sense of Saul’s cruel 
injustice, his feeling of insecurity, homelessness, and utter 
loneliness may well account for the strong emotion which 
overpowered him. It was not in the strength of affection, 
but only in the manner of expressing it, that David sur- 
passed the noble friend on whom he leaned. 

ill, THE FINAL PARTING (42). 

The interview between the friends was probably short, and 
deep emotion is generally silent; so it is not likely that much 
was said by either of them, and as every moment was pre- 
cious for the safety of David, Jonathan urged his immediate 
departure. His parting word is all we have recorded. 

(a.) Go in peace. Carry with you the conviction of my 
unalterable affection for you, and my ceaseless vigilance in 





watching over your safety. Be assured that I will always be 
to you what I now am. 

(b.) Remember our solemn covenant. They had sworn per- 
petual fidelity and had called God to witness the sincerity of 
their mutual vows. Jonathan thus reminds David of the 
sacredness of the bond which united them, and lifts his 
thoughts to the Lord whose gracious providence was over 
them both, and who would rightly judge between them. How 
faithfully this covenant was kept, we may learn by a refer- 
ence to the conduct of Jonathan on a subsequent occasion 
(see 23 : 16-18), and to the lament of David over his friend’s 
untimely death, and the provision which he made for his 
afflicted son (see 2 Sam. 1: 25-26; 9: 1 and 7). 

(c.) They separate. David went for safety and succor to 
Nob, a city of the priests, where the tabernacle was at that 
time pitched. Though the situation of the place cannot now 
be determined, it was near enough for David to reach it that 
day. What a singular sight, a renowned warrior, a popular 
favorite, a son-in-law of the king, the occupant of a palace, 
wandering as an outcast, and asking alms as a pauper. 

Jonathan, actuated by filial affection for his unhappy and 
misguided father, and by a regard to the interests of his 
country, returns to the city, and resumes the duties of his 
position—a noble example of forbearance and fortitude. 

PRACTICAL LESSONS. 

1. See a beautiful illustration of the value of true Christian 
friendship. In considering the relations between David and 
Jonathan, while the magnanimity and fidelity of both com- 
mand our admiration, we are constrained in these respects to 
give a higher place to the eon of Saul than to the son of 
Jesse. His friendship was singularly disinterested, faithful, 
and active. 

(a.) Disinterested. He knew that David would succeed to 
his father’s throne, yet he loved him. Not a spark of envy 
or jealousy disturbed his noble, unselfish soul. 

(b.) Faithful. He knew that to befriend David was to 
incur his father’s displeasure, yet he ever defended him. Amid 
vile abuse, and at the risk of his life, he was true to his absent 
friend, and made arrangements for his safety. His love for 
David stood the test of the severest strain. 

(c.) Active. He never failed to express, avow, and mani- 
fest his friendship, either by word or deed, by sympathy, 
succor, and spiritual counsel. Jonathan was as faithful to 
his God as to his friend. He bowed in reverence to the ap- 
pointments of God, and faithfully labored to give them effect, 
even when that implied the surrender of every early hope. 

2. Seek the friendship of the good. Hay py is he who has a 
friend like Jonathan, who is able to strengthen his heart in 
God. Among the young many friendships are formed, and 
they should be formed with the greatest care. While kind 
and courteous to all, let your dearest friends and intimate 
companions be among those that fear the Lord. 

3. Be faithful in your friendships. Never listen to any in- 
sinuations against your friends, and be ready to speak well 
of them, whenever they are assailed. Be true to their in- 
terests, even though such a course may seem hurtful to your 
own. Seek to aid them in every way in your power, by 
sympathy, advice, or assistance, and never forget to pray for 
them. 

4, Secure the friendship of Jesus. He is a friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother. He offers you his friendship. He 
calls all his followers his friends. He has done all for you to 
merit your confidence and win your love. Give him your 
heart and you will receive from him all that can bless you, 
and make you a blessing. He will never leave nor forsake 


you. 
“Who hopes a friend, should have a heart 
Himself, well furnished for the part, 
And ready on occasion 
To show the virtue that he seeks, 
For ‘tis a union that bespeaks 
A just reciprocation, 
“ Pursue the theme, and you shall find ” 
A disciplined and furnished mind 
To be at least expedient; 
And after summing all the rest, 
Religion ruling in the breast 
A principal ingredient. 


PRIMARY NORMAL HINTS. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 
INTERVENING HISTORY. 
The king’s daughter: 1 Sam. 18: 20-30. 
The king’s purpose: 1 Sam. 19: 1 
The king’s oath: 1 Sam. 19: 4-7. 
The oath broken: 1 Sam. 19: 9-10. 
The wife’s stratagem: 1 Sam. 19: 12-17. 
David safe with Samuel: 1 Sam. 19: 18-24, 
Jonathan's plan: 1 Sam. 20: 1-28. 
Saul angry: 1 Sam. 20: 24-34. 
PARALLEL TRUTHS FOR TEACHERS’ STUDY. 
David's comfort: Psa. 37: 1-10. 
David's prayer: Psa. 59. 
David keeping his covenant: 2 Sam. 9: 1-13. 
Disciples called friends: Luke 12: 4; John 15: 15, 
Abraham, friend of God: 2 Chron. 20:7; 
Isa, 41: 8; James 2: 23. 
T might be well in this leason to begin with the recitation 
of the golden text, written by the son of David. What 
is a friend? Appeal to the hearts of the children ; they know 
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of some one child they like to sit by, love to be with, to share 
all their gifts and pleasures with. Sometimes it is a favorite 
brother or sister; they play together all day, and go to sleep 
in each other’s arms at night. 

Whom does Solomon say “sticketh closer than a brother”? 
How many brothers had David? Do we hear of their love 
tohim? When his father sent him to the army was his 
eldest brother glad to see him? Whatdid he say? Who 
gave David his own robes and weapons after he went to the 
king’s palace? Who was a friend to David closer than any 
of his brothers? There is no story of the love of friends on 
earth so sweet as the friendship of David and Jonathan; and 
we can learn it all in our lesson to-day. 

But we have been for months learning the story of a truer 
Friend, for he said, “Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends.” Who did do 
that? There could be no better primary lesson for this 
golden text than to have children memorize Newton’s hymn, 
now nearly a century old,— 


“One there is above all others, 
Well deserves the name of Friend.” 

This hymn well expresses what we should teach about this 
Friend; and then the love of Christ for us might be illus- 
trated by the love of David and Jonathan as in our lesson. 
Do not wrong your class by supposing they can understand 
only the story. Make plain and simple the likeness, and 
also the difference between Jonathan and Jesus, Before 
doing this some intermediate history must be given to pre- 
serve a connected idea of David’s life. From the headings 
and references above, make the narrative clear and brief. 

What was in Saul’s heart toward David? Envy and hate 
made him resolve to do what?. He told David he might 
marry his daughter if he would kill one hundred Philistines ; 
for he hoped in trying to do it that he might be killed? Why 
did David conquer Goliath? In the same strength he killed 
two hundred Philistines and won the king’s daughter for his 
wife. Saul was determined to have David’s life; he told 
Jonathan and all his servants that they should kill him. 
Would Jonathan do it? He wanted to save his friend; he 
reminded his father of all David had done: how he had 
killed his enemy; he reminded him of God, that “the Lord 
had wrought great salvation for all Israel.” 

Saul seemed persuaded by Jonathan’s words and took an 
oath, and said, “ As the Lord liveth he shall not be slain.” 
Jonathan thought after that his friend would be safe, and 
brought him back to the palace again. What did David 
play on and make sweet music? What had Saul thrown at 
him to try to kill him? Saul did the same thing again, even 
after his solemn promise. Then he sent servants to his house 
to kill him; but his wife heard what the king would do, and 
she let David down through a window, and he went away in 
the night. The soldiers went the next morning to his bed 
to take him, but they found instead an image with its head 
on a pillow. 

David was safe at the home of the old prophet who anointed 
him. Who was that? He told all his troubles to God. In 
the Psalms we have some of the very words he said. “ What 
time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.” “In God have I put 
my trust: I will not be afraid what man can do unto me.” 
He knew his danger, and prayed to God, “ Deliver me from 
mine enemies ; defend me. The mighty are gathered against 
me.’ Even in such danger he could sing and praise God ; 
for he said, “ I will sing of thy mercy, for thou hast been my 
refuge and defence in the day of trouble.” David was safe ; 
even happy. 

Saul was wretched ; his plans failed, and he had a terrible 
sin on his heart, a broken promise. Saul heard that David 
was with Samuel and sent there for him; but David came 
back and talked with Jonathan. We have in this chapter 
with our lesson the very talk between David and Jonathan, 
the longest conversation in the Bible. Jonathan could not 
believe that after hi. father’s promise he would be willing to 
hurt David. But he promised David to find out if he would 
be safe if Saul knew where he was. 

What did David and Jonathan make together which made 
their hearts as one? They renewed the covenant, and Jona- 
than asked David to promise to be kind to his family always, 
for Jonathan had faith in God that he would take away all 
David’s enemies. David promised, and they made a plan 
how Jonathan could Jet David understand Saul’s purposes. 
So they parted with this agreement. 

In a few days there was a feast in the king’s palace. 
David’s seat was empty. So it was the next day. Saul 
asked Jonathan where he was. He was angry, and this time 
he threw the javelin at his own son’s head. The next morn- 
ing Jonathan went to the field where he knew David was 
hidden behind a great stone or rock, for they had agreed to 
meet there. Jonathan took with him a boy and his bow and 
arrows. Did you ever shoot arrows at a mark? Jonathan 
shot and then said to the boy, “ Run, and find the arrows 
which I shoot.” The boy ran to find them, and Jonathan 
said, “Is not the arrow beyond thee ?”’ Jonathan called to 
him, “ Make haste; stay not.” David heard and understood 
that he must escape for his life. The boy not knowing that 
David was near, found the arrows; and Jonathan gave him 





his bow and all his arrows and said, “Go, carry them to the 
city.” 

When the boy had gone, David came from his hiding- 
place and the two friends kissed and wept in each other’s 
arms. Jonathan’s tears were out of pure love and sorrow 
for his friend—his own angry father had driven David from 
his home, his wife, the king’s court, the army where he was 
so brave, and wished to murder him. David wept because 
his sorrows so distressed his true friend, whose love was vain 
to save him ; over his fearful dangers and the unjust hatred 
of his cruel enemy. They parted as they renewed the 
covenant together. 

Can children learn anything from this lesson? Who 
helped Jonathan with his bow and arrows? The child did 
not know he was doing anything byt picking up arrows and 
obeying his Master, but God used him to he!p to save one of 
his servants. Every obedient child may work for God. 

By suggestive questions help the children to find the like- 
ness between Jonathan and Jesus. David had a friend at 
court, whom have we before the Father’s throne? Jonathan 
was willing to give up his right to the throne and the crown, 
to another whom “he loved as his own soul.” What did 
Jesus give up when he came to earth to be poor and tired, 
and hungry, and to die? What did Jonathan give David? 
What will Christ give us if we will accept? Jonathan 
pleaded for David—when absent he excused him. Dves 
Jesus plead for us? How was Jonathan not like Jesus? 
Could he reconcile the angry king? We have “ peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Did Jonathan’s pleading save David? Who is our [nter- 
cestor? Does he always speak for us? Could Jonathan 
save one friend? With Jesus, “whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” Is he not a Friend above 
all others? Will he let us be his friend? Three times in 
the Bible Abraham is called the friend of God. When did 
Jesus call his disciples friends? What did he do when on 
earth that showed he was a friend to children ? 

If time permits, tell more of the covenant—(as on board). 
Jesus’ love makes such a covenant between us and the Father, 
also between the hearts of those who love him. Did David 
forget his covenant? Tell of the lame son of Jonathan and 
David’s care. Will our Friend ever forget us? Can you 
forget him ? 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


V 35 Into the field . . . Come, and let us go out into the field. 
- ov. And they went out both of them into the field, v. HM... 
And Isaae went out to meditate in the field at the eventide, Gen. 


24 : 63. 


At the time appointed .. . And when thou hast stayed three days, 
then thou shalt go down quickly, and come to the place where thou 
didst hide thyself when the business was in hand, and thou shalt 
remain by the stone, Eze] v.19. 


A little lad with him... And Abraham said to his young men, 
Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and 
worship, and come again to you, Gen. 22:5... And Judah said unto 
Israel his father, Send the lad with me, and we will arise and go, 
Gen. 43:8... And Sampson said unto the lad that held him by the 
hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pillars, Judg. 16:26... Never- 
theless a lad saw them, and told Absalom, 2 Sam. 17:18 .. . There is 
a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes, John 
6:9. 


V. 37. Beyond thee ... Butif I say thus unto the young man, Be- 
hold, the arrows are beyond thee; go thy way: for the Lorp hath 
sent thee away, V. 22. 


V. 38. Haste, stry not. . . Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot 


do anything till thou be come thither, Gen. 19:22... Haste ye, and 
go up to my father, Gen. 45:9... There came a messenger unto Saul, 
saying, Haste thee, and come; for the Philistines have invaded the 


land, 1 Sam. 23:27.. 
me, Psa. 22:19. 


O Lorp: O my strength, haste thee to help 


V. 41. Fe'l on his face . . . And they fell before him on the ground, 
Gen, 44:14... And his brethren also went and fell down before his 
face, Gen. 50:18... And the four and twenty elders which sat be- 
fore God on their seats, fell on their faces, and worshiped God, Rey. 


11:16... And I fell at his feet to worship him, Rey. 19:10, 

Bowed himself... And when Joseph came home, they brought him 
the present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed 
theniselves to him to the earth, Gen. 43: 26... Then she fell on her 
face, and bowed herself to the ground, Ruth 2:10... And they came 
to meet hii, and bowed themselves to the ground before him, 2 
Kings 2:15 ...And when they had made an end of offering, the 


king and ali that were present with him bowed themselves, and wor- 
shiped, 2 Chron, 29 : 29. 


Kissed one another . . . Moreover, he kissed all his brethren, and 


wept upon them, Gen, 45:15... And Joseph fell upon his father’s, 
face, and wept upon him, and kissed him, Gen. 0:1... His father 
saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him, Luke 15:20... And they all wept sore, and fell on 
Paul’s neck, and kissed him, Acts 20 : 37. 


V.42 Goin peace... Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace, 


1 Sam.1: 17... And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace, Ex. 4:18 

. And the king said unto him, Go in peace, 2 Sam. 15:9... 
Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; goin peace, Mark 5: 34 
... Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace, Luke 7:50... Thy 


faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, Luke 8: 48, 


We have sworn both of us . . . Let there be now an oath betwixt us, 
even betwixt us and thee, and let us make a covenant with thee. 
Gen. 26:28... And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, 
Gen. 50:25... Then shall an oath of the Lorp be between them 
both, Ex. 22:11... For men verily swear by the greater; and an 
oath for confirmation is to hem an end of all strife, Heb. 6:16.. 








Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord 
thine oaths: But I say unto you, Swear not at all: neither by hea- 
ven; for it is God’s throne: Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool : 
Neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the Great King. Neither 
shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair 


white or black. But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, 
nay; for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil, Matt. 5 : 33-37. 

The Lord be between me and thee... And as touching the matter 
which thou and I have spoken of, behold, the Lorp be between thee 
and me forever, v.25 . The LoRD watch between me and thee, 


when we are absent one from another, Gen, 31 : 49 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


SAMUEL 20:35.—At the time appointed —Or, “at the 
place appointed.” “He went at the time and to the 
place appointed.”— Henry. 


36. He shot an arrow beyond him.—Or, “ He shot an arrow 
to pass over him.” This act prepared the way for the pre- 
arranged signal (v, 21, 22). All this was within sight of the 
place where David lay concealed (v. 19). 


37. To the place of the arrow.—“ That is, ‘near to the place,’ 
or, ‘And the lad went; or, ‘ was going on to the place’ [so 
Geddes]; for the words following show that he was not yet 
come thither.”— Pool. 


Is not the arrow beyond thee? —“The direction given aloud 
to the attendant was the signal pre-concerted with David. It 
implies danger.” —Jamirson. 


“That word [beyond] David knew the meaning of better 
than the lad.”— Henry. 


38. Make speed, haste. stay not—S:id, perhaps, lest by de- 
laying, the lad might discover David; or, Jonathan seeing a 
favorable opportunity for an interview with David, was 
anxious to be rid of the lad, lest some interruption occur. 


The arrows —“ One of the most ancient versions of the Old 
Testament gives arrow, though with a verv unusnal sin- 
gular form, found also in verses 36,37, and 2 Kings 9: 24.”— 
Speaker’s Commentary. 


40. Artillery.—Hebrew, instrwments.—Dr. Adam Clarke 
says, “TI believe this is the only place in our language where 
the word, ‘artillery’ is not applied to cannon, or ordnance. 
The original signifies simply ‘instruments,’ and here means 
the bow, quiver, and arrows.” 


“The French word artillerie. signifies ‘archery,’ and the 
term is still used in England, in the designation of the ‘ ar- 
tillery company of London,’ the association of archers, though 
they have long disused bows and arrows.’’—Jamieson. 


Go, carry them to the city —“ Jonathan dismissed the lad 
who knew nothing of the matter, and finding the coast clear, 
and no danger of a discovery. he presnmed upon one 
minute’s personal conversation with David after he had bid 
him flee br his life.”— Henry. 


“ Jonathan’s boy being despatched out of the way, the 
friends enjoyed the satisfaction of a final meeting.”—Ja- 
mieson. 


41. Out of a place.—Or, “ from behind the stone.” — Geddes ; 
Barrett. 


A place toward the south—“An unintelligible description ; 
one expects a repetition of the description of Dvid’s hiding- 
place in verse 19. The word rendered toward is the same as 
that rendered near in verse 19, but instead of the stone Ezel 
following, there comes the inexplicable “ the south,” a word 
with which the adverb near is never joined, as it never is 
either with any other denoting a quarter of the heavens, 
north, south, east, or west. The Septuagint in both places 
reads argab or ergab, a word meaning a heap of stones. If 
this is the true reading, David’s hiding-place was either a 
natural cavernous rock which was argab, or some ruin of an 
ancient building, equally suited for a hiding place. The last 
svllable of argad, is the same as that of ergeb (the south).”— 
Speaker's Commentary. 


Until David exceeded.—“ David's distress must in the na- 
ture of things be the greater. Besides his friend Jonathan, 
whom he was now about to lose forever. he lost his wife, re- 
latives, country ; and, what was most afflictive, the altars of 
his God, and the ordinances of religion.”—-Adam Clarke. 


“Perhaps, it was because his temper was more tender, and 
his passions stronger.” — Henry. 


42. The Lord be between me and thee.—Or, “Jehovah be 
witness between me and thee.’’— Booth. 


He arose and departed.—“ The interview being a stolen one, 
and every moment precious, it was kindness in Jonathan to 
hasten his friend’s departure.”—Jamieson. 


“The most sorrowful parting of these two friends, who for 
aught that appears, never came together again but once, and 
that was by stealth in a wood, 1 Sam. 23: 16.—Henry. 


- ILLUSTRATIONS. 
IGNALING.—To convey information by pre-arranged 
signals is a very ancient custom. Jonathan informed 

David about Saul’s state of mind by a certain method of 
shooting the arrows. Bonfires, colored lights, flags, rockets, 
the firing of guns, and many other devices serve this pur- 
pose. Our government has a distinct signal corps. In battle 
its services are invaluable. Its observations of the weather, 
with the “ Probabilities,” are known everywhere, and in the 
seaport, flags or lanterns inform outgoing vessels what 
weather to expect. Upon some of our railroads trains are 
controlled by signals which are set upon information tele- 
graphed from station to station. A clear light indicates a 


clear road; a green light requires caution; a red light shows 
danger and demands a full stop. Longfellow’s poem, “ Paul 
Revere’s Ride,” gives a fine illustration of signaling in the 
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days preceding the Revolution. His acconnt of his hero 
runs thus: 


He suid to his friend, “If the British march 
By land or sea from the town to night, 

Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch 
Of the North Church tower as a signal light 
One if by land, and two if by sea 

And I on the opposite shore will be 

Ready to ride and spread the alarm 
Phrough every Middlesex village and farm 
For the country folk to be up and arm 

But mostly he watched with eager search 
‘The belfry tower of the Old North Church 
As it rose above the graves on the hill, 
Lonely and spectral, and sombre and still, 
And lo! as he looks, on the belfry's height 
A glimmer, and then a gleam of light! 

He springs to the saddle, the bridle he turns 
But lingers and gazes, till full on his sight 
A second lamp in the belfry burs. 

FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN TWO.—As one’s circle of friends is 
enlarged there can be fewer points in common. Where two 
only are involved each may live chiefly for the other, as did 
David and Jonathan. May not this explain why so many 
holy men of old moved in pairs? Moses and Aaron; Elijab 
and Elisha ; the disciples sent out two and two; Peter and 
John; Paul and Silas; and in our day Moody and Sankey ; 
a'l illustrate how helpful to each concerned is a friendship 
between two. Such a friendship each may have with Jesus 
himself. “Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 


with his Son Jesus Christ.”—1 John 1: 3 


FIDELITY IN FRIENDSHIP.—Jonathan was faithful to his 
fiiend. He kept the covenant literally with him. This fea- 
ture of true friendship is noted in Prov. 17: 17, a friend 
loveth at all times; also Prov. 27: 6, faithful are the wounds 
of a friend; also Proy, 27: 17, iron sharpeneth iron; so 
aman sharpeneth the countenance of his friend. A man 
had an important case at court. His friend promises to be 
there at the appointed time. The time came, the friend did 
not keep his appointment, the case was decided adversely, 
the man suffered, because of a lack of fidelity in his friend. 


ActTiviry IN FRIENDSHIP.—Jonathan did not simply 
cherish his kindly feelings to David without some active ex- 
pression of them. He worked for him in the palace; he 
put his own life in peril for David; he went out to the field 
to inform David of the danger, and to urge his flight. <A 
boy will work for his boy friend. He will share his trea- 
tures with him; he will go errands with him; he will do 
part of his appointed tasks; and in all other ways he will 
be active for him. Jesus was an active friend. See his own 
account in the parable of The Lost Sheep, Luke 15: 3-7, 
Christians are active friends of Jesus. “ Ye are my friends 
if ye do whatsoever I command you.”’—John 15: 14. 


THE PARTING OF FRIENDS.—David and Jonathan parted 
tearfully. Every child knows something of the bitterness of 
parting. Little friends find their souls knit together, just as 
larger ones do. Two boys, or two girls, have lived near each 
other, they have studied and played together, they have 
interchanged gifts and mingled their religious experiences ; 
but now they are to part. They know how sad it is, how 
bitterly they weep, how earnestly they wish the parting could 
be avoided. When Mrs. Comstock, who was a devoted mis- 
sionary laboring in Arracan, was about to send her child 
home to America to be elucated, she came down to where 
the boat waited to convey the little one out to the ship. 
She knew that in all probability she would never see the 
child again. After bidding the ordiaary farewells, she knelt 
down upon the sand committing the child to God's care, and 
saying as she ceased, “‘O Christ, I do this for thee”’ Acts 
20: 36-38, furnishes a beautiful illustration of the parting of 
friends, 1 Theres. 4: 13-17, illustrates the glad meeting 
beycnd, 


OPENING WEEKLY REVIEW. 
FOR SUPERINTENDENTS OR TEACHERS. 
BY JOHN B. SMITH. 


i gen many books make the Pcuntateuch ? 

Name them in their order. 

Name the next four books of the Bible. 

How many books does that make ? 

Name the next five. 

How many have you now named ? 

Name the next three books. 

Now give the entire list twice from the beginning. 

How many of these books are historical? [Al] 

What is the number of historical books in the Old Testa- 
ment? [Seventeen. | 

Next Sunday I hope every scholar will be able to tell the 
names of these books. 

What is the title of the lesson of last Sunday ? 

In whose palace ? 

How did Saul at first feel toward David? 

Over whom did he set him? 

What son of Saul loved David? 

What did he give te him? 

How did the people feel toward David? 

Who was with David to give him wisdom ? 

How did Saul try to harm David? 

How much did he harm him? 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


Who preserved David? 

Who that lived in the palace made a covenant with David? 

Who agreed to tell him S:ul’s plane? 

The title of the lesson for to-day ? 

Golden text? 

Who is this Friend? [Superintendent read or recite Rom 
8:35; and 37-39. ] 


BLACKBOARD. 
BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON 


GOLDEN TEXT. 


66 FFYHERE IS A FRIEND, 
HAT STICKETH CLOSER 
HAN A BROTHER 


OUTLINES. 
Leove of | L-ove of friends. 
A-greement of ERIENTS THE Aerrow's sign 
D-eparture of » ! D-eparture of David 
BY CHARLES T. KISSAM. 
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WORROWFUL JPESSAGE i DVERSITY. 


ti: 
(jH RIST FOR YOU R 
ONSTANT RLEND. 


BY G. ALEXANDER, 

JESUS, MY 
F-IRST 
RICH 
I-NTELLIGENT 
E-TERNAL 
N-EAR 
D-EAR 


THE TWO FRIENDS. 
BY THE REY. A. J. GORDON. 

66 ESIDES the discomfiture of the Philistines,” says 

Bishop Hall, ‘“ David's victory had a double 
issue; Jonathan’s love, and Saul’s envy, which God so 
mixed that the one was a remedy for the other.” And 
really what antidote is so potent for the pains and trials 
of human hate as the warmth of genuine affection’? God 
has graciously ordained that love and hatred should 
somewhat balance each other in the world. As in the 
old moss-covered well, we have found that the lower one 
bucket has sunk, the higher the other hss risen, till it 
has brought the cool sweet waters close io ou: lips, 80 we 
have often found that as our heart has been weighted 
down and depressed, by the burden of human trial and 
hatred, our renewed soul has been able to sink into un- 
wonted peace and victory. 

In that “‘ Friend that sticketh closer than a brother,” 
God has given us an unfailing fountain of comfort from 
which to draw. But “the well is deep,” and strange to 
sav, we generally have “nothing with which to draw,” 
till the sense of sin and the pressure of trial and sorrow 
come to us. “The friendship of this world is enmity 
with God,” says the Scripture. And how often is the 
opposite found true—that the enmity of the world is 
friendship with God. As Saul’s hatred was largely the 
occasion of Jonathan’s love, so the enmity of the world 
is often the blessed occasion and discovery of the love of 
Christ. That love burns hottest toward us when the 
regard of man is coldest ; and never are we brought so 
near to the heart of Christ as when we are repelled by 
the heart of the world. Indeed, it may be almost said 
that the highest type of friendship is only possible in 
circumstances of deep sorrow and distress. Attachments 
spring up in sunshine and wither in frosts, 

Lady Blessingion, in the days of her prosperity and 
beauty, was the centre of such a circle of friends as none 
in modern days ever drew together. Yet she died in 
poverty, with hardly a friend remaining intimate with 
her. And so it generally is, when the fashion of the 
world passeth away, its favor passes also. How blessed 
is he who in sore trials and in straits, and perils such as 
befell the youthful David, yet finds his Jonathan—“ gift 
of Jehovah,” as the word signifies, the “ brother born for 
adversity,” and has his heart knit to himin love! We 
shall all need such a friend. The dark days will come. 
The darkest day of all will come when the lone soul will 
go alone to God. Happy if having passed all earthly 
tribulation we can then turn to the unfailing One and 
say with the dying Edwards, “ Now where is Jesus of 
Nazareth, my true and never failing Friend.” 
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FROM OU R NEIGHBORS. 


BIBLE COVENANTS 


A Sunday-school concert ex 


srcise from The Sunday-school World. } 
A N ap propriate passage of Scripture for reading is 1 Chron. 
A 


17: 7-36. 
For hymns, sing: 


How firm a foundation, ve saints of the Lord 
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 
or, 
‘I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
Come unto me and rest. 


The superintendent should qnestion the school as to the 
meaning of the term “covenant,” and add explanations and 
illustrations, 89 a3 to bring it clearly within the comprehen- 
sion of all, before calling for recitations as follows: 

Supt.—We want to look to-day at the Bible record of: 1. 
God’s ancient covenants with men. 2. Men’s covenants with 
one another. The signs or tokens of Goa’s covenants with 
men, 4. The modes of men’s coyenanting. 5. The new 
covenant of God with his children. 


I. GOD'S ANCIENT COVENANTS WITH MEN. 


Supt.—What is said of God’s covenant with Noah before 
the flood ? 


Scholar.—And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come be 
fore me; for the earth is filled with violence through them: and, be- 
hold, I will destroy them with the earth. But with thee will I estab- 
lish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy 
sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee (Gen. 6: 13, 18). 

Supt.—Afier the flood, what was God's covenant with Noah 
for all mankind? 


Schol.—And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, say- 
ing, And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your 
seed after you; And with every living creature that is with you, of 
the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from 
all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth. And I will 
establish my covenant with you; neither shall al! flesh be cut off any 
more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood 
to destroy the earth (Gen. 9: 5-11). 


Supt.—What did God say in his covenant with Abram— 
afterwards called Abraham ? 


Sehol.—As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt 


be a father of mi: ny nations. And I will establish my covenant be- 
tween me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations, for an 
everlastin g covenant, to bea G d unto thee and to thy seed after thee 


(Gen. 17: 4, 7). 


Supt —When the descendants of Abraham were in slavery 
in kzypt, how did God show his remembrance of this cov- 
enant with Abraham ? 


Schal.—And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his 
covenant With Abraham, with [saac, and with Jacob. And God looked 
upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them (Ex. 

Supt.— How cid God renew this covenant with the Hebrews 
at Mt. Sinai? 


Scho’.—And the Lord said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for 
after the tenor of these words | have made a covenant with thee and 
with Israel. And he was there with the Lord forty days and forty 
nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote 
upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten commandments 
(Ex. 34; 27, 2 


Supt.—Haviog seen this much about covenants between 
God aad man, we will look at the 


Il. COVENANTS OF MEN WITH ONE ANOTHER, 


There was a covenant made near a well of water in the 
days of Abraham. What about taat? 


Seho).—And Abraham reproved Abimelech because of a well of 
water, Which Abimelech’s servants had violently taken away. And 
Abimelech said, I wot not who hath done this thing: neither didst 
thou tell me, neither yet heard I of ut, but to-day. And Abraham 
took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto Abimielech; and both of 
them made a covenant (Gen, 21: 25-27 

Supt.—Can you tell of the covenant between Jacob and 
Laban? 


Seho?—And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, Now, therefore 
come thou, let us make a < venant, Fa he gs pre and let it be for a 
witness betwee ime and thee And Jacob took a stone, and set it up 
for a pillar (Gen SL: i3f.c. and 44, 40). 


Supt —David made a covenant with a king’s son. What 
is said of that? 


Scho’. —And it came to pass, when he had made ar 1 nd of speaking 
unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, 
and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. Then Jonathan and David 
made a covenant, because he loved hiim as his own soul (1 Sam, 
18:1, 3). 


Supt.—What covenant of emancipation was made by a king 
of Judah wita his people? 

Schol.— This is the word that came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, 
after that the king Zedekiah had mac dle acovenant with all the people 
which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty unto them; That every 
man should let his mi inservant, and every man his maidservant, 
be ng an Hebrew or an Hebrewess, go free, that none should serve 
himself of them, to wit, ofa Jew his brother (Jer. 34 9). 


Supt.— W hat was the most wicked coy«nant ever made on 
earth ? 


Schol.—Then one of the twelve called Judas Iscariot, went unto the 





, aud said unto them, What will ye vive me and I will 
deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty 
pieces of silver. And from that time he so pport unity to betray 

- Wott © 14 





The primary department sings: 


l me th } ¢ 
I 1e the old, old s 


The scholars of that department recite this covenant 
promise of Sqmes: 


Verily, veri I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works 
that I do he shall do also; and greater works than these shall he do; 
because | go unto my, Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son, If 


ye shall ask anything in my name, | will do u John 14: 12-14 


Supt.—And now for a few of 
Il, THE SIGNS OR TOKENS OF GOD'S COVENANTS 
WITH MEN, 


What was the token of God’s covenant of mercy after the 
flood ? 

Schol.—And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, 
that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth. And God 
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said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have estab- 
lished between me and all flesh that is upon the earth (Gen. 9: 16,17). 


Supt.— What token was given to the children of Israel of 
God’s covenant with them? 
Schol.—Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to 


observe the sabbath throughout their generations, yor a perpetual 
covenant (Ex, 31: 16). 


Supt.—What was another covenant token to them ? 


Schol.—And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled iton the people, 
and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the Lord hath 
made with you concerning all these words (Ex. 4: 8 


Supt.—And yet another? 


Schol.—And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writ- 
ing the words of this law in a book, until they were finished, that 
Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord, saying, Take this book of the law, and put it in the 
side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be 
there for a witness against thee (Deut. 31: 24-26), 


Supt —Next come illustrations of 
IV. THE MODES OF MEN’S COVENANTING. 
What was the mode of covenanting adopted at Beersheba? 


Schol.—And Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by them 
selves. And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What mean these seven 
ewe lambs which thou hast set by themselves? And he said, For 


these seven ewe lambs shalt thou take of my hand, that they may be 


a witness unto me, that [ have digged this well (Gen. 21: 28-30), 


Supt—What was the marner of Jacob’s covenant with 
Laban ? 


Schol.—And Jacob said unto his brethren, Gather stones; and they 
took stones. and made an heap: and they did eat there upon the heap. 
And Laban said, This heap is a witness between me and thee this day. 
Therefore was the name of it called Galeed; and Mizpah ; for he said, 
The Lord watch between me and thee, when we are absent one from 
another (Gen. 51: 46, 48, 49), 


Supt.—What was a common mode of confirming a business 
covenant in Israel ? 






Scho’ —Now this was the manner in former time in Israel concerning 
redeeming, and concerning changing. for to confirm all things; a 
man plucked off his shoe, and gay 


e id tohis neighbor; and this was 
a testimony in Israel (Ruth 4: 7). 





Supt.—How did Jonathan confirm his new covenant with 
David ? 


Sehol.—And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon 
him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and 
to his bow, and to his girdle (1 Sam. 18: 4). 

Sing: 


One there is above all others 
Well deserves the name of Friend.” 


Supt.—The last section of our theme is 
V. THE NEW COVENANT OF GOD WITH HIS CHILDREN. 
What was the promise of this to the Jews? 


First scholar.—Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 


make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers, 
in the day that I took them by the hand, to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt: which my covenant they brake, although I was an 


husband unto them, saith the Lord (Jer. 31: 31, 32). 


Second scholar.—But this shal/ be the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my 
law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no 
more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 
Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and L will remember their sin no more. (Jer. 31: 33, 34), 


Supt.—The old covenant of God with Israel was limited to 
the descendants of Abraham ; to whom was the messenger of 
the new covenant promised? 


Scho!.—Behold my servant. whom I uphold; mine elect in whom my 


soul delighteth ; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth 
judgment to the Gentiles. I the Lord have called thee in righteous- 
ness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for 


a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles. (Isa. 42: 1,6 
Supt.—Is then Jesus the mediator of a broader and better 
covenant than that to the Jews alone? 
Scho’.— 
how 
exte 


But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by 
much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was 
ablished upon better promises (Heb. 8: 6). 


Supt.—Does the Bible explain this more fully ? 


First scholar.—For it is written that Abraham had two sons, the one 
by a bondmaid, the other by a free woman. But he who was of the 
bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the free woman 
wus by pre mise (Gal, 4: 22, 23 

Secon ®scholar.—W hich things are an allegory: for these are the two 
covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bond- 
age, Which is Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and an- 
swereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her 
children (Gal. 4: 24, 25), 





Third scholar.—But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the 
mother of us all (Gal. 4: 26), 


Supt.—Who then are entitled to ashare in the benefits of 
the new covenant? 


Scho’.—And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, 
saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So * a they which be 


of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham (Gal, 3: 8, 9). 


Supt.—And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham's seed, 
and heire according to the promise (Gal. 3: 29). 
Sing: 






My faith looks up to thee 
rho mb of Calvary, 
Saviour Divine!” 


DAVID THE BELOVED. 


Rey. Chas. F. Deems, in The National Sunday-school Teacher. | 


i ig E discipline to which God subjects a human spirit 
has two objects: the first is its own culture, the 
second is its adaptation to the cultivation of others. 
These statements are illustrated by the history of David. 

In the small city of Bethlehem, nearly eleven hun- 
dred years before the coming of our Lord, there re- 
sided a plain man of moderate substance whose business 
is reported to have been that of a weaver of the veils of 
the sanctuary. His name was Jesse; his wife’s name is 
not known. Their family consisted of seven sons and 
two young women, probably daughters of Jesse’s wife by 
a former husband. Into this domestic group a babe was 
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darling. His very appearance was remarkable. He had 


fair skiv, rosy cheeks, and probably red or blonde hair, 
and blue eyes. His blood was not purely Jewish. The 
Moabitess Ruth was his ancestress. Asa rule the great- 
est men do not have “blue blood.” There is in them a 
mingling of nationalities. 

This child was to have almost all the experiences pos- 
sible to man, and to exert an influence which was to 
reach and modify all subsequent states, religions, litera- 
iures, and civilizations. To-day there are no peoples 
among whom his name is not known, and no land where 
his influence is not felt. . . . 


The Bible history of this extraordinary man exhibits 
the honesty of the sacred narrative. He rides the 
heavens of history like a sun; a sun whose spots are not 
concealed. He had so many splendid qualities of intel- 
lect, so many generosities of heart, so many noblenesses 
of character, and so many charms of manner, that a hu- 
man biographer would be pardoned for omitting state- 
ments of thi s3 acts which stained his career. With all 
his prudence and piety it is told that the man after 
God’s own heart was impetuous and passionate. Those 
very qualities, which, under restraint, made him magni- 
ficent, rendered him wretched when they are uncon- 
trolled. But he was so ready to forgive all who sinned 
against him, so penitent whenever he sinned, so ready to 
make confession and reparation, that he will live in the 
hearts of men so long as the union of stiength with gen- 
tleness, vigor with grace, humility with chivalry, and in- 
tellect with religion, excite the admiration, and win the 
affections of mankind. 

A man can give the world only what he has, and all 
that a man has he must get by experience. The world 
will always have in it struggle, and success, and failure ; 
the wolf of poverty, and the sirens of wealth ; sin, sor- 
row, penitence, contrition, faith, hope, charity, and all 
earth gives, and heaven offers, and hell threatens to our 
human nature. The prayers and the shouts of mankind 
must yo to Golin song. One singer must be raised who 
shall set the sorrows and the shouts of humanity to mu- 
sic. He can not sing for the sorrowful who hath not 
himself suffered. He can not sing for the shouting who 
hath not himself succeeded. 

In David God raised up a man in whose physique per- 
fection came from mingled blood of Gentile and of Jew ; 
a man in whom the marriage of practical sagacity with 
the poetical faculty produced the noblest offspring of the 
intellect; a man who reccived for the enriching of his 
nature all out-door influences shooting up from landscape 
and raining down from sky ; a man made tender by care 
for gentle domestic animals, and courageous by encoun- 
ters with wild beasts; a man who was courted, and 
hunted down—the darling of his friends, and the terror 
of his enemies; a man who excited amongst men and 
women every friendly and every sinister passion, and 
experienced their action upon himself; a man against 
whom crimes were commiit:d, and who committed c:imes 
against others; a man who had been peasant, courtier, 
exile, warrior, prophet, statesman, poet, prince, king, 
emperor; a man who knew what it was to have one son 
die in infancy, and another in rebellion against him, and 
a third who should fill the world with the glory of his 
fame; a man who should stand in the fullness of his 
power, having had experience of every private and every 
public station ; every private and every public joy ; every 
private and every public sorrow. 

It is as if the all-wise God had constructed in one hu- 
man being an organ with all the keys and stops possible 
to gr meng and as if the Holy Ghost had on that organ 
with those keys and stops played every tune of every 
song that all humanity may need to sing in life or death, 
or carry in memory from earth to heaven. 

Such David was in the City of the Great King on 
earth ; what must he be in the City of New Jerusalem, 


and in the temple not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens ! 


MY NORMAL-CLASS. 
[Rey. R. 8. Green, in Presbyterian at Work ] 
i] WHAT IS IT. A class comprising the teachers of 

. the Sabbath-school, and as many of the older schol- 
ars and adults as will join it, organized to study—1st, 
the Bible; 2dly, the best methods of teaching it, A 
training class. 

2. The course of study. We have already studied Bible- 
geography, history and chronology, prophecy, the taber- 
nacle, the books cf the Bible—their classifications, au- 
thors, and when written—and manners and customs, 
The past term of thirteen weeks comprised : 

Sept. 21, 28, and Oct. 5. Evidences of the divine 
origin of the Bible. 

Oct. 12. How to study a lesson. 

Oct. 19. How to teach a lesson. 

Oct. 26. How to win and hold attention. . 
Nov. 2. Rules and helps to interpretation of Scrip- 


Nov. 9, 16. Types and symbols, 
Nov. 23. Use of illustration. 

Nov. 30. Review of first five lessons. 

Dec. 7. Review of second five lessons. 

Dac. 14. Written examination. 

There yet remain Bible-doctrine, or systematic theo- 
logy, church-history, origin of denominations, the Pres- 
byterian church—its history, doctrines, and government ; 
history of the English Bible, etc., etc., “too numerous 
to mention.” 

yr Christians, to say nothing of expert teach- 
ers, should know these things. 

3. How conducted, By the pastor on a week-day even- 
ing. His motto is, “drill, dri//, priti.” The clase 

e notes; everything is reviewed and re-reviewed. 


born, B.C. 1083. They called him David, which means | The class answer in concert and singly. Thoughts on 





39 
new subjects are elicited. Each course closes with a 
written examination. 

4. Results, Marked increase in teaching power; cor- 
responding increase of interest on the part of scholars ; 
more adults in the Sabbath-school ; larger attendance at 
the prayer-meeting; increased love of Bible-study and 
Bible-preaching. In no department of Christian labor 
have the results been richer and the blessings more 
abundant. 

QUESTIONS, 

1, Is the Normatl-class desirable in every school? Yea, 
We think it important to have skilled teachers to tell 
our children how to “do sums” and compute interest, 
Of how much greater importance is it that they have 
skilled teachers to tell them how to solve the problem of 
life, and lay up treasures in heaven ! 

2. Is the Normal-class practicable in every school? Yes. 
If your pastor has no interest in the matter, labor with 
him. If he feels that he cannot do it, get some one else 
to lead. If other teachers will not come in, be a nor- 
mal-class yourself. “‘ Search the Scriptures ;” then seek 
to know the best methods of telling a class what you 
have found. 

3. What helps are within reach ? 

1. The Teacher’s Bible, Spottiswoode edition. (Presby- 
terian Board of Publication. ) 

2. Preparing to Teach. ‘This book is indispensable to 
teachers and an invaluable help to every student of the 
Word. (Presbyterian Board ot Publication.) 

3. Training-class Text-leaf based on Preparing to 
Teach. (Presbyterian Board of Publication.) 

4. The Normal-class—a monthly, edited by Rev. J. H. 
Vincent, D.D. 

5. A Bible Dictionary. 

6. How to Teach the Little Folks, (Presbyterian 
Board of Publication.) 


AFFIRMATIVE TEACHING. 
(Rey. R. S. Macarthur, in The Sunday-school Wor'd.] 
EACHERS are seldom justified in formally stating 
to their classes the objections urged against the 
Bible and Christian experience. It is believed by many 
that Dr. Chalmers’s brilliant “ Astronomical Discourses” 
suggested ten doubts for every one they removed. A 
gentleman recently found a questionable book on the 
table of a friend. He expressed great surprise. The 
answer was, “ Our minister bitterly denounced that book 
last Sunday. My curiosity was excited, so I bought it.” 
Almost all that the great mass of church-going people 
know of Darwin, Huxley, and others of their class, they 
have learned from Christian teachers. We know well 
the reasons which these teachers would give for calling 
attention to the scientific and infidel objections to the 
truth. Nevertheless, we affirm that they have other 
work than to teach, even for the pur of disproving 
the guesses of so-called science. Surely we can afford to 
wait until theories are demonstrated to be true; and if 
they are so demonstrated we shall have neither occasion 
nor right to oppose them. 

Too often the valiant knight of truth succeeds only in 
giving prominence to his hitherto unseen foe. To be 
fair with an opponent his arguments must be clearly 
and forcibly stated. In many cases these arguments are 
carried away while their refutation is entirely forgotten. 

A lady who had long been struggling with doubt in 
her efforts to answer the question, “ What is truth?” 
went to hear a series of sermons preached by a minister 
of our city, on “ Popular Objections to the Bible.” The 
result was that her old objections were confirmed, and 
several, of which she had not previously heard, were sug- 
gested. The objections stated were strong, the refuta- 
tions given were weak. The former were remembered, 
the latter were forgotten. What she needed was truth; 
of error she already had too much. Even the habit of 
criticising our translation and appealing to the original, 
or of informing immature minds that certain passages 
are not found in the best manuscripts, is dangerous and 
may be fatal. The results of the highest learning can be 
given without this carping criticism. No one has a right 
to pull down the roof which now is over a child’s head, 
even though it be a thatched one, except he immediately 
replace it with a better one. Negatives are pocr food 
for the immortal life of the young or old. 

Teachers have better work than to alvertise the devil's 
nostrums. The best way, as a rule, to preach down error, 
is to preach up truth. Fill the mind and saturate the 
soul with the truth of God's Word, and there shall be no 
room for error. Seldom attack error directly; but if you 
do throw down the gauntlet to the devil, be sure you 

ive him a deadly lunge. Error is a plant of such pro- 
ifie growth, that the more you try to pull it up by its 
roots, the more will you cause them tosprout. Sow “the 
good seed of the kingdom” in every spot of the ground, 
and you will choke out and keep out error by the pres- 
ence of truth. We have paid too much respect to Satan. 
We owe him nothing but contempt and disobedience. 
Let us stop abusing the devil and the Pope, and 
in good earnest to teach God’s Word. If that Word 
abide in us richly, if we teach it fully, we shall have 
little occasion to mourn over the power of error. Let 
the success of men like Moody and Varley teach us skill 
in using “the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of 
Gcd;” then shall the slain of the Lord be many! Never 
before has God more signally honored his own Word. 
Never before was the Bible more bitterly opposed ; never 
before was it so tenderly loved and widely read as now. 
Never before was prayer more questioned ; never before 
was prayer more graciously answered. Truth is mighty; 
as God lives it will prevail. Let us believe it, teach it, 
and live it, Let us fill the minds of the children with 
the truths of God’s Word; and, by his blessing, new 
trophies to redeeming grace shall be won in every class, 
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Che Sunday School Comes. 


PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 15, 1876. 


NOTICES. 

Manuscripts for publication, and items of intelligence for this 
paper, should be addressed to H. Clay Trumbull, Editor, THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL Times, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 

Unaccepted manuscripts cannot be returned unless their writers 
make request accordingly, and inclose stamps for the postage, at the 
time they submit them. 

Letters concerning subscriptions or advertisements should be ad- 
dressed to John D. Wattles, Business Manager, THE SUNDAY-SCHOOI 
Times, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

For terms of subscription, and for advertising rates, see PUBLISH- 


ER'S DEPARTMENT. 


H, CLAY TRUMBULL, EDITOR, 
GEORGE A. PELTZ, ASSOCIATE EDITOR. 


Norick —SuBsCRIBERS WAO DO NOT WISH THEIR 
PAPER DISCON!SINUED WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR RE- 
NEWALS BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH I8 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS, 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPED TO SUBSCRIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATE, 


It would hardly seem necessary for us to say, that all 
articles appearing in our columas are original matter, 
prepared for THe SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMEs, unless dis- 
tinct credit is given therefor to some other source, Les- 
son helps; Home Reading, prose and poems; even items 
of intelligence—except as thus credited—are secured 
and paid for by THe Times, Quoted matter in our col- 
umns is printed “solid,” and its source is in every in- 
stance noted. Only because there seems such careless- 
ness or such confusion in the intermingling of original 
and selected matter by some of our contemporaries, do 
we make this specific statement as to our own practice, 


UNDER its new editor, the Rev. Dr. W.G. E. Cunnyn- 
ham, of Nashville, Tennessee, The Sunday-school Maga- 
zine, which is the official Sunday-school periodical of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, begins, with its 
January number, aseries of notes on the International 
lessons, in place of a separate series hitherto treated in 
its pages. Right heartily are the Southern Methodists 
welcomed to the study of this widely used Bible lesson, 
both because their acceptance of it swells largely the 
current of sympathy and interest in a common work, 
and from the added value to the varied expositions of 
the same text which will be given by the notes in their 
periodicals. 


THE Committee having charge of the meetings con- 
ducted by Messrs. Moody and Sankey in this city have 
issued a call for a Christian Convention, comprising 
evangelical clergymen, editors of evangelical religious 
papers, and properly accredited Christian laymen, from 
far and near, to meet at the Depot Church, corner of 
Thirteenth and Market Streets, Philadelphia, on Wed- 
nesday and Thursday of next week, January 19 and 20, 
Mr. Moody is to preside at all the sessions, and open 
most of the topics, and Mr. Sankey will lead the singing. 
At the morning and afternoon sessions themes relating 
to practical Christian work will be freely discussed. In 
the evening Mr, Moody will preach as usual. The call 
to this convention appears on another page. 


As the time approaches for the close of Mr. Moody’s 
labors in Philadelphia the interest in them deepens. The 
attendance at the services was never greater than at the 
opening of their eighth week, on Sunday, January 9. 
When the evangelist and his co-worker leave this city it is 
evident that their influence for good will not be at an 
end here, The results of their labors are already seen 
to be greater than were anticipated by the most sanguine 
at the beginning of the series of meetings, In Chris- 
tians quickened, and in sinners newly brought to the 
light, God has honored this work with his approval. 
This winter will long be remembered in Philadelphia 
for the wonderful work of grace in connection with these 
meetings. And many will rejoice eternally in its memo- 
ries of good to their souls. 





£0 long as Mr. Moody confines his preaching to purely 
spiritual themes he is criticised by many as thinking 
only of the next world, and overlouking the present life. 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


When he strikes a vigorous blow at the users of rum and 
tobacco, he is rebuked as leaving religion to talk about 
minor matters. It is not easy to so preach or work as 
to please those who have most need of preaching. “And 
the Lord said, Whereunto then shall I liken the men of 
this generation? and to what are they like? They are 
like unto children sitting in the market place, and call- 
ing one to another, and saying, We have piped unto 
you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned to 
you, and ye have not wept. For John the Baptist came 
neither eating nor drinking wine; and ye say, He hath 
a devil. The Son of man is come eating and drinking ; 
and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a wine-bibber, 
a friend of publicans and sinners! But Wisdom is jus- 
ufied of her children,” 


BIBLES FOR SPECIAL USE. 
| AST week we described several editions of the Bible 

4 jor ordinary personal use. There are many other 
editions suited to special use by students. The mention 
of some of these may be of service to those who would 
have the fullest aids to an understanding of the Scrip- 
tures, 

The Treasury Bible is an edition published by the 
Bagsters, of London, containing five hundred thousand 
arranged references to parallel and illustrative passages. 
In addition to the middle column of marginal references 
given in the ordinary reference Bible, a full page of 
references, and of philological and explanatory notes, is 
printed in the Treasury Bible over against each page of 
the text. As maps; a Scripture index; tables of dates, 
and weights and measures; a summary view of the prin- 
cipal events of the period between the Old and the New ; 
and other helps to study are added to the multiplied 
references in this edition, the Treasury Bible is an in- 
valuable aid to the understanding of the sacred text. 
There is no help in Bible study like the Bible itself. The 
Bagsters give as an appropriate motto to this edition, the 
words Bonus textuaries, bonus theologus, “ good text is good 
theology.” The size of this Bible is 16 mo. Its price in 
this country is from $9 to $12, according to the style of 
binding. 

Several editions of the Paragraph Bible are published. 
They all print the text in paragraphs, instead of in chap- 
ters and verses, and note the latter for convenience of 
reference, by figures in the margin, or in the course of 
the text. In some editions the Hebrew poetry, as in 
Job and the Psalms, is printed in parallelisms ; in others 
it is given in prose paragraphs. The former is an ad- 
vantage, and this should be borne in mind in the selec- 
tion of a Paragraph Bible. Copies of this style may 
be obtained at prices ranging from $3 to $12. To those 
who have not read the Bible in this form, its use gives 
as it were a new book, showing its narratives and its 
teachings in their unity and completeness, as it is diffi- 
cult to see them with the ordinary divisions of chapters 
and verses, 

There are also several editions of the Pronouncing 
Bible, one published by the United Presbyterian Board 
of Publication at Pittsburgh, and another by the Metho- 
dist Book Concern, New York, at prices from $5.50 to $8. 
In the text of these Bibles the proper names and many 
other words are accented and divided into syllables so as 
to show their correct pronunciation. There would be a 
great gain to most readers in the common use of such a 
Bible; for although the correct pronunciation can be 
learned from a pronouncing vocabulary of Scripture 
names, very many persons do not stop to refer to such an 
aid when they are in doubt as to a particular word, while 
still more who habitually mispronounce certain proper 
names do not have « doubt that they are correct. If the 
Pronouncing Bible was in more general use there would 
be a nearer approach to uniformity in the pronunciation 
of Scripture names and terms. 

A less common but a very valuable edition of the 
Bible for the student is Townsend’s Chronological Ar- 
rangement of the Bible. This is on the basis of Light- 
foot’s Chronicle. The text is printed in paragraphs, and 
the poetry in parallelisms, The arrangement of the text 
is chronological and historical. For example, Job is 
printed, in its poetical form, in connection with the his- 
tory of the patriarch in Genesis. The Psalms of David 
are given in their places in the story of the shepherd 
king. The prophecies are arranged historically, in con- 
junction with the history of the kings during whose reign 
they lived. By the use of this edition the Bible is made, 
to the instructed reader, a more intelligible and even 
attractive volume from beginning to end, A complete 
index enables one to track at once the p: sition of any 
chapter or verse of the common version to which he may 
wish to refer. An American edition of this work, edited 
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by the Rev. Dr. T. W. Coit, was published in Boston and 
Philadelphia nearly forty years ago. Perhaps later edi- 
tions of it are now to be had. 

A good Pictorial Bible, like Dr. Kitto’s, has its advan- 
tages for the average student, through its exhibit of 
oriental manners and customs; buildings, household 
utensils, dress, and armor ; trees, fruits, and flowers; and 
the localities of sacred scenes. Such a Bible has value 
only when the pictures are thus carefully illustrative. 
The pictures commonly found in family Bibles, whether 
cheap wood-cuts or the more expensive steel engravings, 
have done much to give erroneous or perverted ideas of 
Bible truth, and have perhaps done far more harm than 
good on the whole. Their use is not to be encouraged ; 
but the case is different with such illustrations as those 
found in Kitto’s Pictorial Bible. Of course such a Bible 
a8 this is too expensive for purchase by pastors and Sun- 
day-school teachers generally, but those who have access 
to it find it helpful in their study. 

There is gain in the use of other translations than the 
authorized version of the Scriptures. We become so 
accustomed from early childhood to the common phra- 
seology of the Bible, that we fail to get the full force of 
many words which are in frequent use by us. A change 
in the translation often reveals a shade of meaning we 
had quite overiowked in a familiar text. Those who 
can read the Bible in its original tongues find both en- 
joyment and profit in so doing. Those who are unable 
to do this can have the aid of varied helpful translations. 
One of these is the Douai, or Doway, translation, accepted 
and used by the Roman Catholics, Its renderings some- 
times throw new light on an important passage, while 
in other instances a difference from the authorized ver- 
sion which is not approved calls special attention toa 
text which demands closer examination. Copies of this 
edition can be obtained at almost any Roman Catholic 
bookstore, at prices from $1.50 upwards. A translation 
into English of the Hebrew Scriptures—the Old Testa- 
ment—by Rabbi Leeser, published in Philadelphia, by 
Sherman & Oo.,in 1853, conforms in the main to the 
authorized version ; but some of its changes are instruc- 
tive and noteworthy. Of the New Testament there are 
many available English versions. Perhaps the most 
satisfactory is that edited by Dr. Tischendorf, introduc- 
ing the “ various readings from the three most celebrated 
manuscripts of the original Greek text’’—the Vatican, 
the Alexandrine, and the Sinaitic versions. The trans- 
lations of the Baptist Bible Union, of Dean Alford, and 
of John Darby,—any one of which can be secured for 
from $1 to $1.50,—are all serviceable in their way. 

This list might be greatly extended; but perhaps 
enough has been already said to show that when a Bible 
student has purchased a single copy of the Bible he has 
not secured all that he might have to enable him to ex- 
amine its text to best advantage. Whatever other helps 
to Bible study a pastor or a Sunday-school teacher may 
secure for his library, he should understand that varied 
editions of the Bible are not to be undervalued. The 
best help to Bible study is the Bible itself. The next 
best help is another edition of the Bible. 





WITNESSING FOR THE TRUTH. 


ta our first page Mr. Moody gives a transcript of the 

conversation carried on between himself and the 
Rev. Dr. Plumer, at the watch-night meeting on New- 
year’s eve, to which we last week made reference. The 
questions and answers are worthy of preservation. It 
would be indeed well if the scene, on the occasion of this 
conference between the two men of God, could be faith- 
fully pictured to our readers. 

It was near midnight. The close of the year was at 
hand. The Depot Church was crowded. Twelve thou- 
sand persons sat listening intently to the words of the 
earnest evangelist. Mr. Moody had concluded a sermon 
from the text, “ How long halt ye between two opinions? 
if the Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow 
him.” The appeal had come home with power to many 
who now longed for words of personal counsel, or who 
were burdened with anxious doubt. An ordinary in- 
quiry-meeting, such as usually follows Mr. Moody’s ser- 
mons, was not practicable then and there ; for the ser- 
vices in the main room were to continue until the new 
year opened. Said Mr. Moody: “ You always show an 
interest in the inquiry- meetings. I often see some of you 
who are outside looking in at the doors to see what is 
going on in there. Some of you have been in there. 
Some of you would like to go there to-night; but we've 
no chance for such a meeting now. So | propose to turn 
this whole meeting into aninquiry meeting. Here is the 
Rev. Dr. Piumer, of Sout: Carolina. He is seventy-four 
years old. He has been living on borrowed time for four 
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years. For fifty five years he has been sitting at the feet 
of Jesus. I’m going to put him on to the witness stand, 
and question him before you all. Dr. Plumer, will you 
take the pulpit.” 

The venerable clergyman, with his commanding form 
and patriarchial presence, arose, and with tremulous 
movements took the stand before the vast congregation, 
He gave his Bible greeting from the seventy-third Psalm 
to the waiting hearers. Mr. Moody plied him with ques- 
tions in his own peculiar way. In reply every word was 
spoken with distinctness and with deep feeling as if 
under asense of weighty responsibility in thus witnessing 
for the Lord. The questions and answers as given are 
reported in substance by Mr. Moody. It was a most im- 
pressive service. Many a soul present seemed to feel 
himself the questioner, and to listen as for his life to the 
answer. In that solemn hourit was as if God’s prophecy 
for the latter days was fulfilled: “ And I will give power 
unto my two witnesses.” Their speech and their “ preach- 
ing was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” 


AN UNCLEANLY HABIT. 


HAT very many excellent people are in the habit of 
tobacco-using cannot be denied. To assert that the 
habit is in itself sinful would be to go beyond “ the law 
and the testimony.” To declare that the habit indicates 
in any degree a lower spiritual standard than does absti- 
nence from it would be eminently uncharitable. To in- 
sist that in no case is the use of tobacco promotive of 
sound health would only open for discussion a question 
in which doctors disagree. Yet this habit is one which 
should not pass unchallenged, as desirable for boys and 
youths to cultivate. It is certainly fair to cousider it in 
all its bearings, even at the risk of disturbing the equa- 
nimity of some who have been addicted to it almost from 
childhood. 

Waiving then the question of the morality or propriety 
of tobacco using, the fact stands out unmistakably that 
it is an uncleanly habit. Even if it could be shown 
that the use of tobacco tended to the health and well- 
being of the user, the objection would still remain, that 
the habit renders a person offensive to very many with 
whom he is brought into close association. Mr. Moody 
has suggested, with his accustomed force and pertinency, 
that the only text in the Bible which can fairly be quoted 
in favor of the use of tobacco is in Revelation 22: 11, 
“ He which is filthy, let him be filthy still.” 

Most tobacco users are in the habit of spitting on the 
floor, wherever they happen to be, in office, sitting-room, 
street car, or railway carriage. Gentlemen of otherwise 
scrupulous neatness—those who are fastidious in dress 
and speech and manners—often grow uncleanly in this 
particular as they continue in the use of tobacco; pos- 
sibly because of the stupifying, deadening influence of 
the narcotic, which renders them less sensitive to the de- 
mands of propriety while indulging in its use. A gen- 
tleman’s smoking car, for example,on the best con- 
ducted railway in the United States, will not compare 
favorably for cleanliness with a first-class stable, An 
extra price would gladly be paid, by ladies, or by gen- 
tlemen who do not use tobacco, for seats ina railway 
carriage which no tobacco user had recently occupied. 

When indeed, as in the case of some who smoke but 
do not chew tobacco, a tobacco user refrains carefully 
from spitting offensively, he cannot relieve himself of 
the essential filth of a smoke-filled person. While the 
best tobacco is burning, its fames are by no means un- 
pleasant to all who do not themselves smoke; but to no 
one is the stench of the residuum of burned tobacco more 
than tolerable ; to many it is utterly intolerable. The 
breath, the hair and beard, and the clothing of an invet- 
erate smoker are uniformly offensive to those whose 
senses are not benumbed or perverted by the use of to- 
bacco, or by constant intimacy with those befouled by 
such use. To this rule there are no exceptions. Ele- 
gant gentlemen, those who smoke the best cigars, would 
many of them be surprised to learn how disagreeable 
their presence becomes in houses they enter as guests, or 
in rooms or cars where they take seats. Many a lady opens 
her parlor windows and doors to ventilate the room after 
a gentleman smoker has called. Many a sleeping car 
passenger is nauseated by the stench of the blankets 
which have enwrapped first-class tobacco users on a 
former occasion in that berth. Many a young man has 
gone away disgusted, from a call on his smoking pastor, 
for a conference as to the great question of salvation, be- 
cause of the unsavory odors about the person and in the 
room of the cigar-'oving minister, This is not a mere 
supposition, The very names could be given in enough 
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cases ty put at rest all questions on this point if that 
were deemed desirable. 

Of course not all tobacco-users understand this. Very 
many of them would abandon the habit if they realized 
their offensiveness from its indulgence. Hence there is 
a reason for calling attention to it. A Sunday-school 
teacher who is in the habit of smoking has in that habit 
no slight barrier between himself and such of his schol- 
ars as are not tobacco users. If indeed the use of to- 
bacco gives great comfort to those who are addicted to it, 
and there is no objection to it on the score of mora!s, 
and it tends to health and prolonged life, the man who 
secures health and comfort at such a cost, is to be 
counted much as would be an otherwise very lovely 
person who is afilicted with a foul putrid cancer. The 
best one can do in his society is to hold one’s breath 
—and pity the poor fellow. 


Py) 
BRIEFLY. 
saat 
—If you have not a weekly teachers’-meeting in your 
Sunday-school, now is a good time to start one. 


—An English paper, in advertising “ Gospel Texts’’ for 
posting on walls in public places, announces : “ Ererntty! 11 
feet long by 3 feet wide (biue).” 


—Gail Hamilton suggests, as to the value of knowledge 
that hell is prepared for the ungodly, that “an increase in 
the number of people who are aware of it marks an increase 
in the number who will beware of it.” 


—“T wish you all a happy new year!” said Mr. Moody to 
the gathered assembly at the Depot Church, at the watch- 
meeting on New-year’s eve. ‘‘I wish you all a happy eter- 
nity,” called out the Rev. Dr. Plumer, who stood by Mr. 
Moody’s side. There could be no better wish than that from 
anybody. 


—That was a good story told by the Bishop of Ripon, as 
illustrative of the light in which some scholars look at Sun- 
day-school teaching. A teacher asked his class why the 
eunuch went on his way rejoicing after his talk with Philip. 
The prompt answer of a bright boy was: “Please, sir, be- 
cause Philip had done a teaching him.” 


—An exchange suggests, that a falsehood is declared to 
children in the singing of the words, ““Christ was born on 
Christmas day ;” because the 25th of December is not the 
precise date of the Saviour’s birth. But “Christmas” is 
observed as the birth-day of our Lord, at whatever time of 
the year it occurs. Easter isa movable festival; but even a 
child could understand that Easter is as much an anniver- 
sary of our Lord’s resurrection, one year as another. Is it 
a falsehood to say that we observe the fourth commandment 
when we hallow the first day of the week ? 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


<< ——____— 


T the annual reunion of the Congregational Sunday- 
school, North Haven, Conn., on New-year’s evening, 
the superintendent and teachers were formally inducted 
into office with appropriate services. The superintendent 
received the right hand of fellowship from the pastor, 
the Rev. W. T. Reynolds, in the name of the church, 
and was welcomed by Gen. E. D. S. Goodyear in the 
name of the teachers of the school. Following the men- 
tion, in the annual report, of the names of members of 
the school who had died during the year, a dirge was 
sung by the choir. Appropriate Bible readings, prayers, 
and singiog formed part of the installation services. 
Following these exercises came recitations and the pre- 
sentation of gifts, making an enjoyable occasion for old 
and young. The North Haven Church voted unani- 
mously at its annual meeting to defray all the expenses 
of the Sunday-school as a part of the necessary annual 
outlay of the parish. 


In an address to parents, on a card issued by James 
F, Huber, superintendent of the Fourth Presbyterian 
Sunday-school of Louisville, Ky., this is said as to the 
co-work of Home and the Sunday-school : 


The work of the Sabbath-school is to assist the Home in 
bringing the children toa knowledge of Jesus. To accom- 
plish this, and to make the school as highly useful as pos- 
sible, there should be co-operation between the Home and 
the School. It is necessary that you should teach your 
children to love the Sabbath-school and Church, and also to | 


come with them, and thereby show your interest in the 
school. Invite a more intimate relation between yourself | 
and their teacher. Please see to it that the lesson is always 
studied at home and thorough preparation made for the | 
class. Encourage early and regular attendance for their | 
sakes and for the general good of the school. Teach your 
children that it is their duty as well as their privilege to | 


make a thank-offering unto the Lord every week, and try to 
have them bring their nickel or dime every Sabbath. This 
will cultivate a love of giving and a systematic system of 
benevolence which will be of great benefit in after life. In 
all things let us labor together, always striving to help one 
another. May the Holy Spirit guide and assist you in your 
home training and us in our school teaching, to the end 
that many, yea all of the dear children and youth may be 
brought within the fold of the Good Shepherd. 


“In opening the sessions of our schools, how shall we 
most quickly and most profitably secure perfect order?” 
This question is often asked, and it touches a vital point. 
No one method works with equal success in all hands, or 
in all places; but the following course has many ele- 
ments of special power. At the appointed moment for 
opening strike the bell, which need not be a great gong, 
but rather a sweet-toned silver bell. A moment’s pause 
should suffice to secure perfect quiet, every eye being 
fastened upon the superintendent. When all ate in 
readiness, let him bow his head for a moment of silent 
prayer. Let the entire school follow his example, the 
doors meanwhile being closed, and absolute stillness 
reigning in the room. By this means a perfect order is 
secured, and one which is sweetly devotional. The spirit 
of prayer pervades the session from its start. It is an 
auspicious beginning. The silence may be broken in 
either of several ways. For example, the superinten- 
dent, or a brother previously notified, may lead in an 
invocation ; or, the Lord’s Prayer may be repeated in 
concert ; or, some Scripture sentence breathing an ap- 
propriate prayer may be repeated, teachers and scholars 
all responding, Amen! or, the chord may be gently 
touched upon the instrument, and all with bowed heads 
join in chanting the Lord’s Prayer; or, some other ap- 
propriate closing may easily be had. Such a start need 
occupy only two minutes, but in the spiritual momen- 
tum secured it will be worth many minutes. Try it with 
care, with gentleness, with firmness, and with faith. 

The Tabernacle Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school, 
of Camden, N. J., sends out every three months a printed 
report for the quarter, comprising statistical information 
of interest to the school; also words of counsel or appeal 
to teachers. The report for the last quarter of 1875 in- 
cludes a record of the attendance of officers, teachers, and 
scholars, week by week; the amount of contributions re- 
ceived for the support of the school, and the amount for 
missionary purposes; a list of officers and teachers who 
have been present every Sunday of the quarter, and a 
list of scholars who have recited the golden text and 
selected verses each Sunday. In the superintendent’s 
address to his teachers are these suggestions: 

First. Let our aims be clear. We work best when we 
work by plan. Settle it plainly as possible what you will 
attempt to do for your scholars, and then in an intelligent 
manner approach your work. 

Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them : 
for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear 
thee (1 Timothy 4: 16). 

Secondly. We need preparation; can we ever afford to go 
to our classes without it? We need to study our lessons 
carefully, thoroughly, and with an humble reliance on the 
Holy Spirit to help us to feed the lambs of the fold. 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 


2:16). 


Thirdly. Sympathy, a tender sympathy with our echolars, 
is a prime necessity for every teacher; if we live in one 
world and our scholars in another, we cannot teach them ; 
remember, also, that Christ sympathizes with us, for he was 
tempted as we are and he knoweth our frame and remem- 
bereth that we are dust. 

Tothe weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am 
made all things to ali men, that I might by all means save some (1 Cor, 


9: 22) 


Fourthly. Love; this is the most important; with it our 
work will be easy and our success assured. Love will direct 
us in our aims, will inspire us to the toil of preparation, and 
will warm our hearts into sympathy, love for the Master 
and a yearning love for the souls of our scholars; then, if 
*Christ lives in you, and speaks through you, if Christ’s light 
shines in your face, if Christ’s love speaks in your voice and 
manner, Christ will be with you in your teaching. 

The following questions and notes for teachers are 


appended : 
Do you visit your absent scholars ? 
Do you pray daily for each scholar in your class? 





Do you cordially invite and urge your scholars to attend 
the public services of the sanctuary ? 

Remember teachers’-meeting for lesson study on Sabbath 
morning, at 95 o'clock. 

Try to be in your place in your class five minutes before 
the opening of the school. 

The Camden Union Normal-class, now in progress, will 
help you in your work. Ask your superintendent for a 


programme. 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.) 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


Iowa, Third District, at Portville......... ccecseeceeeeeees Jaunary 11-13, 1876, 
New York, State, at Utica............ccccceee .. June 6-8, 1876. 
Nebraska, State, at Fremont ...........c.:00ececssesesceesseseceeees JUNO 6-8, 1876, 
Indiana, State, at Fort Wayne...... coerce cose seueebtscetecusneste June 6-8, 1876. 
Oh lo, Bate, At DAYtON ...cccrcrsecrsocrcrsercovecvosrescccscsovscccsecoose June 7, 8, 1876. 
lowa, State, at Council Bluffs ..J une 13-15, 1876. 


NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Union), at the Fulton Street 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at 4 p.M., led during January 
by Marvin R, Vincent, D.D., of New York. 

New York Primary Normal-class (Union), at 304 Fourth Avenue, 
every Saturday, at 3 p.M., taught by Mrs. 8. W. Clark. 

New York Baptist Sunday-school Teachers’ Association, at Ca.vary 
Baptist Church, Twenty-third Street, Thursday evening of each 
month, except July and August 

New York, Normal-class (Prot. Epis.), at Calvary Church Sunday- 
school room, corner of Twenty-first Street and Fourth Avenue, 
every Saturday, at § p.M., led by the Rev. KR. Heber Newton. 

New York Sunday-school Teachers’ Association (Union), at Fourth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church on the third Monday evening of each 
month. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the Hanson Place Meth. 
Epis. Church, every Thursday evening, led by J. T. Duryea, D.D. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sumday-school Union, at the Hanson Place, Meth. 
Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each month, ex- 
cept July and August. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Union-meeting for the exposition, by eminent teach- 
ers, of the International Lessons, in the hall of the Young Men's 


Christian Association, every Saturday at 4 p.m. 

Philadelphia, Bible Institute (Prot. Epis.), Lectures to February 15, 
1876, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 4 o'clock, P.M., at St. Luke's 
Church ; Wednesdays and Fridays, at 744 p.M., at Church of the Ad- 
vent; Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 744 P.M., at St. Matthew's Church, 


Philadelphia, Union mecting for teachers and superintendents, every 


Saturday, for the exposition of the International Lessons, at 54 
North Fourth Street. Jan. 15, by Isaac 8S. Smith; Jan. 22, by Lyman 
Whiting, D.D. 

St. Louis, Teachers’ Union-meeting for the exposition of the Interna- 


tional lessons every Saturday in Dr. Post's Church, corner Tenth 
and Locust Streets. Led by the Rev. Dr, 8. J, Niccolls. 


Dubuque, Iowa, Teachers’ Institutes are arranged to be held in the 


parlor of the Young Men's Christian Association, as follows: 
January M4, 28; February 11, 25; March 10, 24; April 7, 21. 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union-meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lesson every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men’s 


Christian Association, Led by the Rev. Principal Caven, of Knox 
College. 


A SUNDAY-SCHOOL DAY AT THE DEPOT 
CILURCH. 


fHURSDAY, January 6th, the noonday service at the 

Depot Church was specially in the interest of the 
Sunday-schools, The platform was crowded, as was also 
t.e space in front of the separating curtain, which was 
fiaally lifted and a large number of persons occupied the 
s,ace beyond. Mr. Moody conducted the services, which 
began by singing, under Mr, Sankey’s leadership, the 
hymn beginning, “There is a land of pure delight.” 
After reading a few verses from Matt. 18, Mr. Moody 
said : 

We have been having such a tender time in these noon- 
Cay meetings for a few days back, that we want to keep 
on to-day in the same line. And so our topic is 

HOW TO LEAD OUR CHILDREN TO CHRIST. 

Now my experience in the Sabbath-school has been 
s mething like this: that wherever I could find a teacher 
who was willing to work personally with the children, 
and get them to learn one by one, and talk with them, 
aud pray with them, and pray for them; and then, after 
they had succeeded—because that kind of work always 
succeeds—in bringing them to Christ, if they just nursed 
them, and fed them with the sincere milk of the Word— 
instructed them, and taught them how Christians ought 
to live, how Christians ought to walk—that teacher 
has always been successful. I never knew such a teacher 
to fail. But those teachers who never speak to their 
scholars, except in the class and when they are all to- 
gether, are about as successful as the ministers who never 
have any inquiry-meetings, and who always meet their 
people in the pulpit, and preach to them ina body. If 
we are to be successful in leading children to Christ it 
must be done personally. 

A friend of mine, who has been a teacher some time, 
said to me that he had never seen a soul converted. He 
had in his class five young ladies of position and influ- 
ence in the town in which he lived. He had tried to 
teach them the Bible, and had talked to them about 
Christ, but had never spoken to them personally about 
their going to Christ. Some remarks were at length 


made to him about working personally with the children. 
He went home and thought over the matter, and the 


next Sunday he said to one of the five young ladies that 
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he would like to see her, and have a little talk with her 
after the school had broken up. The young lady stayed 
when the rest went out, and he then spoke to her per- 
sonally about her soul’s salvation ; told her how anxious 
he was for her conversion. The tears began to trickle 
down her cheeks, and he found that she was ready to be 
taught the way. The next time the others met that 
young lady they asked her what he wanted of her, and 
she told them. The next Sunday he asked another one 
to stay, and in five Sundays those five young ladies were 
led to Christ, and all of them have been successful 
teachers now for years. Remember that this was done 
in five short weeks by exhorting them personally, and 
praying for them. 

I remember once going out with two of my teachers’ 
class, calling upon some scholars. We went into one 
house and met there three young ladies who had grown 
up in our mission Sabbath-school. They had been there 
from little childhood up. As I went out I said, “ Now, 
let us go to work and see if we can’t win those three to 
Christ. You take Margaret, you take Sarah, and I will 
take Henrietta, and we will give them books, write to 
them, visit and pray for them—work personally with 
them. Within a month two of them have been led to 
Christ, and since I have been in Philadelphia a young 
man has come to me from Chicago and told me that 
Margaret has been converted. Prayer has prevailed, and 
those three have been saved, and two of them have been 
co-workers with me in the Sabbath-school for a long 
time. 

If teachers here will hold their classes next Sabbath 
with a determination, God helping them, that they will 
try to lead one soul to Christ, and pick out one member 
of their class and earnestly endeavor to work with that 
one member, you don’t know what you may do for 
Christ. And if you can’t see them on Sunday, make a 
point of meeting them through the week, invite them to 
some of your meetings, and then pray to God to convert 
them. 

My friends, when you turn one of these little children 
to Christ, you don’t know and you can’t tell what God 
my do with them; you don’t know how they may be 
raised to be a great blessing to the honor of the Lord, or 
how they may hereafter turn hundreds and thousands to 
Christ. If we don’t get into this personal work of deal- 
ing with souls I don’t think we are going to be very suc- 
cessful. It is my experience, after having superintended 
schools for twelve or thirteen years, that the people who 
deal personally with the scholars make the successes. 

And not only that. How very few mothers take their 
children off into a room, talk with them, pray with 
them, tell them the way to Christ! I know if that 
were done we would have fewer requests here from 
mothers for drunken sons; but the fact is, that hun- 
dreds of mothers do not believe in the conversion of their 
little children, and the result is that soon those children 
wander into billiard halls and drinking saloons, and at 
twenty many of them have become confirmed drunkards, 
and then, and then only, the mothers begin to wake up 
and cry to God that he must save their sons. We ought 
to commence earlier. 

In Cincinnati, at a Sunday-school meeting, the little 
children were repeating verses, and one of them, a little 
child only four years of age, got up. She was so small 
she had to be put up on a seat. She got scared at the 
people and was afraid to repeat the verses her mother 
had been teaching her through the week—“ Suffer little 
children.” With trembling lip and heart she said, “‘ Suf- 
fer little children,” and then broke down. She com- 
menced again, “Suffer little children to come,” and 
broke down the second time, She attempted it the third 
time, “Suffer little children to come and don’t any of you 
stop them from one and all to come.” She had got the 
meaning of the phrase. She could not have given a bet- 
ter one. 

Don’t any of you stop them, for God wants them all 
to come, and it is this miserable unbelief in the church 
that is keeping back the children. How many could be 
brought to Christ in the morning of their days if we 
labored for their salvation as we should. God help us 
to be wise while we have our children with us young,— 
their hearts tender. Let us pray to make an impression 
on them for eternity, that they may go to Christ in the 
morning of their day. 

Mr. Moody concluded his address with these words of 
prayer : 

Our heavenly Father, we pray that thy blessing may 
rest richly upon each one of us as parents, and may we 
have wisdom given us that we may know how to train 
our children for eternity ; that we may be wise in train- 
ing our little ones for thee, so that they may if they live 
be a blessing to us, and a blessing to the church, and a 





blessing to the Lord, and not grow up to be a curse to 
us and to the Lord, and that they may make the world 
better by living in it. May each one of us that have 
little children given us be wise in training them in the 
morning of their days in God and in heaven. 

We pray that thy blessing may rest upon these Sab- 
bath-school teachers, who have many children in their 
classes without fathers or mothers to pray for them or to 
take an interest in their soul’s welfare. May they watch 
over them as a mother watches over a child, and may they 
aim for the conversion of these children to bring them to 
Christ in the morning of their days. God grant that 
there may be many in the Sabbath-schools of this city 
who shall be led to Christ these coming days. May 
each one of us now commence and labor for this. 

Our heavenly Father, we look to thee for thy blessing; 
may it rest richly upon this meeting to-day. As we have 
been blessed during the past two days in such a won- 
derful way, grant that to-day it may be much better than 
the past two; grant that the Holy Spirit shall be carry- 
ing home the words that shall be spoken or the hymns 
that shall be sung; grant that everything said and done 
here to-day shall reflect to the honor and glory of Jesus 
Christ. Biess each brother who shall speak, give them 
clear thoughts, and grant that their words may burn down 
deep into our very soul, and that we may all profit by 
what we shall hear. Amen. 

Mr, Sankey said many a parent and many a teacher, 
it is to be feared, as the result of all his earthly career, 
will at last be able to say nothing better than that he has 
gathered “‘nothing but leaves.” Pardon me, then, 
while I sing that hymn, and let each one pray that his 
harvesting will be far better. 

After singing, the Rev. H. C. McCook spoke as follows : 
Faith is natural toa child. There is scarcely anything 
that a child does not receive by faith. In the family 
circle, when he comes to learn the first principles of 
right and wrong, he has nothing for it but the word of 
the father, “This is right, my child,” or the word of the 
mother, “This is wrong, my child; you must do this; 
you must not do that,” and the child believes. You 
scarcely ever find a doubter among children. Now God 
has already prepared the children for this. When you 
come before them persuaded that the child can be led to 
Christ,—as Brother Moody has said,—persuaded{that the 
Word of God which you teach is able to make the child 
wise unto salvation through faith in Jesus Christ,—when 
you sit down before that little immortal, God has made 
the whole way, so far as his natural disposition is con- 
cerned, perfectly plain and easy for you. 

Now what are you to do? You do not need to stop 
and explain what faith is, or what regeneration is, or to 
enter into any other of these questions about religious 
doctrines and life, but the great thing is to hold up the 
object of faith. If you can put Christ’s creed before the 
child, showing what Jesus is to the child and to all the 
world, in all his lovely attributes, the child will follow 
you, and the Holy Spirit will bring that child to em- 
brace Christ by faith. 

Now, then, point to God as the Father of the child in 
Jesus Christ. Let him be taught to believe through all 
his days that this heavenly Father is his own father— 
his Father in heaven—and that he may go to him for 
every blessing. Several years ago I was playing with 
my own little girl and a companion who had come to 
the house, when the children were both very small. 
They were leaping down from the stairway, and as I 
stood below my little child said, “ Papa, let me jump 
into your arms,” ‘“ Very well,” I said, “go up a step or 
two higher,” and I reached out myarms. The little 
one stepped up and then sprung down the steps without 
any hesitation, and I caught her safely. ‘“ Now,” said I, 
“Gracie, you try it,” and little Gracie went up a step or 
two lower and stood as though she was going to make 
the jump, but she didn’t do it. Once, twice, several 
times, she tried to make the jump and couldn’t do it, and 
I had to reach up and lift her down in my arms. Now, 
what was the difference? How can you account for the 
difference in those two children? Why, my own little 





girl had the spirit of a child im her. I was her father, - 


and so with an unquestioning faith she leaped right 
down stairs, knowing that I would catch her. But the 
other child was not of my family. She was only in there 
as a playmate for a season, and when she came to attempt 
to repeat the action her little heart failed her, because 
she didn’t see her father down below with outstretched 
arms. 

Rey. C. A. Dickey, D.D., next addressed the meeting. 
He said: God has laid on me many responsibilities, 
under which I tremble, but there is none that I carry 
like my two children, because I feel that for those I am 
wholly responsible before God. I believe that in regard 





mecca ~eacsisinn till 


Aka 





OA Oa 


January 15, 1876.] 





to every other soul on God’s earth somebody must share 
the responsibility with me—some other father or some 
other mother must divide it with me—but before God I 
feel that for two souls Iam wholly responsible. And I 
say that nothing bears upon me like the weight that God 
has put upon me for those two little children. And if I 
have one word to say to you, knowing that most of you 
are parents here to-day, it is this one thought, that the 
responsibility is yours and not the child’s. I therefore 
wish that this question had been otherwise presented. 
Instead of how to bring the children to Christ, we ought 
to be considering on our knees how we are liable to hinder 
the children from coming to Christ, for I believe that there 
is nothing which can possibly interpret the promise of 


God and the precepts of God but this thought, that so” 


far as God and his plans of mercy are concerned they 
embrace the children, and God is exhausting everything 
to save them all, even those who are hindered by others, It 
is to me the most humiliating thing that falls from the 
Word of God that the disciples are presented in the most 
beautiful picture of God’s work as the obstacles in the 
way of the children. There is no picture that God has 
painted upon the Word so beautiful as that where Christ 
beseechingly says, “Suffer them to come.” And I say 
that the dark line on that bright picture is the fact that 
the disciples must be rebuked and be gotten out of the 
way before Carist can be gratified in the possession of 
ths children. I: is not said, “‘ Suffer little children to 
be brought unto me,” but, “suffer them to come,” as 
though the little ones were themselves eager to come ; as 
though their hearts were full of the desire to come; as 
though they by the plans and purposes of God could 
come; as though everything that was essential was pro- 
vided but one thing, and that was the removal of the 
obstacle, the taking away of the hindrance. “Suffer 
them to come.” “Tam ready,” says Jesus, The chil- 
dren are ready. The trouble is that something is in the 
way, somebody is violating some pledge, somebody is 
violating some promise, somebody has thrown himself in 
the way of the child and it is prevented from coming 
to me. 

I am old-fashioned enough to hold on to the idea of the 
covenant—God’s covenant and relationship, where he 
pledges himself by all his honor and power to keep our 
children and to bring them to himself. To a sinful 
father concerning a sinful child, God said, “I will be his 
father and he shall be my son.” The same prophet that 
took the message to David, “Thou art the man,” when 
David was in sin, took the other message to David, “I 
will be his father and he shall be my son,” and he spake 
of Solomon that was yet unborn. He spake of the son 
that was to be born by Uriah’s wife, of the son who-was to 
waste himself in riotous living, who has poured out 
the bitterness of his heart in Ecclesiastes, the experience 
of his heart in Proverbs, and yet, although everything in 
that case seems to be against it—a sinful father, the wife 
that he had received in sin, the son that was conceived 
in sin—all against it, yet God_says, “I will be his father 
and he shall be my son,” and God kept his promise. 
David repented; David prayed and prayed for Solomon. 
Solomon turned, and although, following him through his 
brilliant reign, we find him sinning often, yet at last he 
comes and pours out the bitterness of his heart and says 
to your children and to mine, “ Fear God and keep his 
Commandments ; for this is the whole duty of man.” 

The Rev. Dr, E. P. Rogers said: I want to give a sin- 
gle illustration of what my friend Mr. Moody said in his 
opening address. Oae fact is worth a thousand argu- 
ments. He said we didn’t know what ourchildren might 
be the instruments of accomplishing in God’s hands if 
they were early converted. I want to state one single 
facc to him and toyou. The scene occurred about 
twenty-five years ago and I shall never forget. One 
beautiful Sunday morning word came to me that a little 
yirl, six years old, a member of my Sunday-school, was 
lying on her dying bed. She was a child of un-Christian 
parents, the highest people in the state, her father the 
governor o1 the state, a former judge of the supreme 
court, a gentleman of the highest standing, but out of 
Christ. The little girl as I stood by her bedside said to 
her father, “ Father, come here.” She took him by the 
coat, drew him down to her so that his head almost 
touched her cheek and said, “ Father I am going up, I 
am going up, I am going to Jesus; and now, dear 
father, I want you to promise me one thing.” ‘“ What is 
it, my child?” said he, broken down in agonizing sorrow. 
“T want you to promise me,” said she, “ that you will be 
a Christian and follow me to where I am going, up to 
Jesus,” and turning to her grandfather, an old grey- 
headed man, nearly eighty years of age, she said, 
“ Grandpa, your head is very white, and your time is 
very short, but, grandpa, follow me to Jesus.” So she 
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passed away, saying to me, “ Give my love to my Sunday- 
school teacher, and thank her for all she did for me.” 
The next day we laid little Sallie in her grave under the 
tall pine trees of the Southern forest, and after the funeral 
this tall, stately, dignified man, always attentive to my 
voice as a preacher, but never allowing me to get near 
him out of the pu'pit, said to me with tears in his eyes, 
“ Mr, Rogers, come and see us every day, and talk to us 
about Jesus, for we want to remember the little preacher 
and follow her to Christ.” 

You don’t know what your children could accomplish 
if they were brought to Jeaus. One of the sweetest pic- 
tures of the latter-day glory closes with this climax, 
“A little child shall lead them.” And there are chil- 
dren in your household who may yet lead men and 
women to the Saviour, if we suffer them to come to him 
now. 

After silent prayer, the Rav. George A. Peltz said: How 
can we reach that very point? How can we see in the 
children of our homes and our classes, that work of the 
Lord God so that they will lead others to righteousness, 
In theory I have long held that they may be Christ’s very 
early, but I had to wait for a little girl in my own home 
to teach me that the thing was a great reality. That 
little child, five years old, at the time of which I speak, 
was singing around the room, “I love Jesus.” We 
thought it was to her only a matter of amusement, and 
one of us said, “ Do you really love Jesus?” “ Why, I 
can’t tell the time when I didn’t love Jesus,” said she. 
Love to Jesus appeared to have sprung up in that little 
heart so far as she was conscious of it as early as love to 
father or love to mother. 

It taught me this: First, None can tell how early God’s 
Holy Spirit may take hold on a heart and mould it 
savingly. It taught me, secondly, That very little ones 
may intelligently receive the blessed Jesus, and it taught 
me, thirdly, Never to doubt a child’s experience where 
there is a sweet trust and a loving faith in the Saviour. 
As parents and as teachers let us hold to this. 

One other lesson we may learn from children. A boy 
in my own Sunday-school was convicted of sin. He 
came to the school hoping his teacher would say some- 
thing to heip him, but the teacher did not. He went 
home with his heart all crushed because he felt that no- 
body cared for his soul. He sat down alone to brood 
over his terrible condition. His little sister came run- 
ning into the room, and as she came in she repeated the 
words, “ Lat not your heart be troubled,” and away she 
went. He thought about it. Thought he, “ Who sent 
me that message?” Hs: supposed an older sister had 
sent it, and he felt so grateful that he went to thank her. 
She said, “I didn’t send it.” He called the little girl 
and asked who toli her to say those words. ‘‘ Nobody 
told me,” said she. “ Where did you get them?” said 
he. She answered, “ Why, I was learning my text for 
next Sunday.” He asked where the text was. She 
showed it tohim and for the first time the fact dawned 
on him, there is a Saviour who said, “ Let not your heart 
be troubled.” He thought, “ My teacher had no such 
word for me, but Jesus had it and I have it from the 
lips of Jesus.” And just there and then he felt that 
Jesus had personally suffered with and sympathized 
with him and was ready to bear his burden and take 
away his sins. Let us hold up a personal Saviour such 
as that. That is the Saviour the children need. 

Mr. Moody read a letter from an English correspond- 
ent, in which a very touching account was given of the 
call up higher of two Christian boys. “ Precious 
Jewels” was then sung, and the meeting closed, the 
mothers tarrying to pray in one anteroom, and many 
of the men retiring for the same purpose to another. 


PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 
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HE First Congregational Bible-school of Detroit, 

Michigan, with a membership of 275 had an average 

of attendance in 1875 of 225, Its contributions to benevo- 
lent objects during the year were nearly $800. 


—Miss Ellen C. Folger, a teacher in the Congrega- 
tional Sunday-school in Springfield, Ohio, has not been 
absent from her class a single Sabbath for eleven and a 
half years. This indicates a rare combinatiun of phy- 
sical and spiritual health, and persistence in a good 
work, 


—A scholar in one of the London Sunday-schools, 


fourteen years old, has been studying the Italian lan- 
guage that he may be able to preach the gospel to the 





street organ-grinders. He commenced his missionary 





work among them by giving them copies of the New 
Testament in their own language. 


—The Sunday-school of the English Lutheran Church, 
of Wheeling, West Virginia, of which the Rev. 8. B. 
Barnitz is pastor, reports a membership of 630 scholars, 
with an average attendance of 500. In the “ Jewel De- 
partment”—or primary-class—there is an enrollment of 
236, and of these 224 have been present at one time. 


—In connection with the Bedford Avenue Reformed 
Church, Brooklyn, New York, of which the Rev. Dr. E. 
8. Porter is pastor, is a main Sunday-school of 750 schol- 
ars and teachers, superintended by Daniel Goodwin; a 
mission school of 250, superintended by J. L. Taylor, 
and a sewing school for girls taught every Saturday 
afternoon, under the direction of Mrs. Margaret E. 
Sangster. 


—It has been objected to the missionary work of the 
American Sunday-school Union, that the schools planted 
in places where they cannot enjoy the fostering care of 
the minister or the church, soon die out. On this point 
one of the society’s missionaries in the South inciden- 
tally says : “One of our chief objects is permanency. 
We do not try how many schools we can plant, but to 
organize one in every destitute place where there is rea- 
sonable prospect of its living. In a county which I 
canvassed last year I organized fifteen new schools. A 
recent letter from a minister in that county informs me 
that fourteen of them are doing well. This promises to 
be a fruitful year for our work. In less than half of it 
ninety conversions of my scholars have been reported to 
me, and I have not heard from all the schools on my 
field.” 


Mr. Henry Moorhouse has been holding Bible readings 
in Londonderry, and Mr. Varley in Oxford. Major 
Cole has had an extended series of meetings in New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. 


—The revival interest in Springfield, Ohio, is on the 
increase. Since the evangelist, the Rev. H. H. Wells, 
left the city the pastors and members of their churches 
have taken up the work, and are pressing it vigorously. 
The new converts are already numbered by hundreds. 
The Sunday-schools have been greatly quickened. 


—aAs illustrative of the indirect results of the work of 
the American evangelists in Great Britain, a correspon- 
dent of The Christian mentions, that at Ringwood, Eng- 
land, midday prayer-meetings were, at Mr. Moody’s 
suggestion, held as often as possible for nearly three 
months, At the close of that period the question arose, 
“ What shall be done next to gain the blessing for which 
we are longing?” A series of meetings were begun, led 
by a Mr. Weber, and as a result more than fifty were re- 
ceived into one church there. At Ripley, a scattered 
village, five miles from Ringwood, another series of 
meetings, with preaching by the same evangelist, re- 
sulted in an addition of nearly one hundred to tbe local 
church. 


—A letter from Dr. Brown, at Yokohama, Japan, 
quoted in The Christian Intelligencer, says: 

‘“T wish the church in America could form some better 
notion of the state of things in this country, so as to be able 
to comprehend how great and effectual a door has been set 
open before her here. The new girls’ school of our mission 
is now in its new quarters, with ample accommodations for 
forty pupils or more. About half that number are now 
there. The new building is a very large, commodious, and 
substantial one—an honor to the Reformed Church.” 


—Atarecent missionary meeting in Edioburgh, re- 
ported in Times of Blessing, it was declared, that from 
1861 to 1871 the Christians of India had increased from 
139,000 to 224,000, and the communicants from 25,000 to 
53,000, and it is estimated that there are now 250,000 
native Christians there. But in all India, with a popu- 
lation of 240,000,000, there are not more than 500 mission- 
aries, making the dearth as great as if in all Scotland 
there were only six preachers of the gospel. It was 
further said, that “the whole sum contributed in the 
British Islands for foreign missions is only a little above 
£1,000,000, whereas the sum spent in strong drink is 
£140,000,000. 


—Intoxicating liquors imported from Christian lands 
are sadly hindering the work of evangelizing in Mada- 
gascar. “One English firm in the Mauritius imports 


into Madagascar thousands of barrels of the hateful 
stuff every year, and their stores are full of them.” The 
home government of Madagascar would gladly stop this 
importation but for the danger of a collision with the 
French in consequence. Dr. Maullens, in his Twelve 
months in Madagascar, says, that the native government 
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sets a noble example in one particular, 
“Every tenth barrel landed is handed 
over to the custom-house, but the authori- 
ties will not handle the evil thing; they 
will not commute it for a money payment; 
and so the rum is poured on the sands 

. . While the civilized Englishman 
pours his flood of drink into the country, 
the simple, inexperienced native prince 
stands silently by, unable to resist, but 
resolutely refusing to soil his hands with 
the unhallowed gain.” 


—The following is the call for a Chris- 
tian Convention, to be held in Philadel- 
phia, January 19 and 20: 

At a meeting of the pastors of Philadelphia, 
held December 15th, at which some 150 
clergymen, representing all the evangelical 
denominations of the city, were present, it 
was with great unanimity Resolved, To hold a 
Christian Convention in Philadelphia during 
the month of January, and the committees 
now having charge of the meetings conducted 
by Messrs. Moody and Sankey, were requested 
to issue a call for such convention. 

In pursuance of this resolution, we hereby 
cordially invite all evangelical ministers, edi- 
tors of evangelical religious papers, and 
properly accredited Christian laymen, to meet 
in convention at the Depot Building, Thir- 
teenth and Market Streets, in Philadelphia, 
on Wednesday and Thursday, January 19th 
and 20th. 

Mr. Moody will preside at all the sessions, 
and open most of the topics; and Mr. San- 
key will conduct the singing of the convention. 

At the morning and afternoon sessions, 
topics of vital interest in Christian work will 
be discussed, and full opportunity be given for 
comparison of views and plans, and for en- 
gaging in seasons of prayer and praice. In 
the evening the usual preaching service by 
Mr. Moody will be conducted. 


The following topics are suggested : 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 


10 a.m. to 11 a.m.— EHvangelistic services : 
how conduct them.” 

1] a.m. to 12 m.—“ How to conduct prayer- 
meetings.” 

12 m. to 1 p.m.—(The usual noonday prayer- 
mee'ing). 

3 pM to 4 p.m.— Inquiry-meetings: their 
importance and conduct.” 

4pm. to 5 p.M.— Training of young con- 
verts and lay workers.” Tobe followed by ques- 
tions and answers on Practical Work. 

8 p.m. to 9 p.M.—The usual preaching ser- 
vice by Mr. Moody. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 20 


10 a.m. to 11 a.m.—‘ How shall the music 
be conducted in the Lord’s work ?” 

ll a.m. to 12 M- 
illustrate Scripture.” 

12 m. to 1 p.m.—(The usual noonday prayer- 
meeting). 

3 P.M. to 4 P.M 
non-church goers.” 

4pm. to 5 p.M.— Our young men: what 
more can we do for them?”—To be followed by 
questions and answers on Practical Work. 

8p. M.to9p.mM—The usual preaching ser- 
vice. 

Pastors of churches, editors of religious 
papers, professors of theological seminaries, 
and ministers engaged in church work, will 
be provided with homes during their stay in 
the city. 

Ministers other than these, and laymen 
properly accredited by churches, will be en- 


“ How to expound and 


—“ How to get hold of the 


titled to all the privileges of the conyention, 
except entertainment. 

Arrangements have been made with the 
various railroads centreing in the city, to sell 
at reduced rates excursion tickets, gocd 
during the sessions of the convention. Ry 
wri ing to this office [corner of Thirteenth 
and Market streets] for them, orders will be 
forwarded for such tickets on the Main Line 
Penn. R. R. from New York and Pittsburg, 
and intermediate stations ; Sunbury and Erie, 
from Erie and intermediate stations; Nerth- 
ern Central, from Baltimore and Canan- 
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daigua, and intermediate stations, and all 
stations on the West Jersey R. R.; also via 
Phil., Wil. and Balt. from Baltimore and in- 
termediate stations. The Reading R. R. and 
Lehigh Valley R. R. will sell excursion 
tickets without orders, from all stations, from 
17th to 20th of January, good till 31st. 
North Penn. R. R. will sell, without orders, 
excursion tickets, good till used. 

3eloved brethren, workers for Christ 
throughout the country! Come up in the 
spirit and power of the Lord to this conven- 
tion! Bring with you as many yoke-fellows 
in the cause as you can. Come prepared, if 
possible, to stay over the Sabbath, that you 
may, by actual contact with the work now 
going on in our city, see something of its 
magnitude, and imbibe its blessed spirit of 
consecration to the work of winning souls! 
Come prepared to impart your best wisdom 
and experience on the topics suggested, and 
and join us in the fervent prayer that the 
Master of Assemblies will preside over the 
convention, and bless it abundantly by an 
outpouring of his Holy Spirit, and a general 
reviving of his church throughout the land ! 

Those entitled to and wishing entertain- 
ment will please send their names and ad- 
dresses at least six days before the convention, 
that cards of introduction to their hosts may 
be mailed to them before leaving their homes. 
Persons applying will please state whether 
pastors, editors, profeasors, or in what branch 
of church work they are engaged. 

All communications should be addressed to 
Tuomas K. Cres, secretary, Thirteenth and 
Market Streets, Philatelphia. 

Rey. Ricuarp Newton, D.D., Chairman 
Ministerial Committee. 

FEORGE H. Stuart, Chairman Executive 
Committee. 

Philadelphia, ar: 1, 1876. 


_ BUSINESS "DEPARTMENT. 
For an Irritated Throat, Cough or Cold, 
“ Bro on’s Bronchial Troches’’ are offered 
with the fullest confidence in their effi- 
cacy. They maintain the good reputation 
they have justly acquired. 


MARRIED, 
WALLACE—BECK.—On Wednesday evening, 5th 
inst., at residence of bride’s parents, 2125 Green Street, 
by the Rev. Wm. V. Kelley, Mr. Geo. O. Wallace to 
Miss Sallie O. Beck, both of this city. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


] IAMOND JEWELRY, DIAMONDS RESET TO ORDER. 
at karat gold Engagement and Wedding oe. 
T. W. BALLY’S, Jeweller, No, 622 MARKET ST 


BADIEB5S! 


Desiring a Sewing Machine in the Sewing Society 
under their charge, are respectfully invited to ad- 
dress the undersigned. Liberal arrangements will 
be proposed and satisfaction guaranteed. Special 
terms to clergymen. 


WEED SEWING MACHINE CO., 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
HOMER BLANCHARD, President. 


(Please mention that you. you saw this in THE Sun- 
DAY-SCHOOL TIMES.) 


NROWN OF LIF OF LIF 


For Sunday Por Sunday Scheele. 


By W. A. Oepey, authe eof Kew Silver Bong, of which 
over 500,000 have been sold. Nearly every spectmen copy 
examined brings an order fora supply. $3.60 per dozen 
Specimen copy, 35 cts. MS" Specimen pages free to all. 


Ki NG of Day-Schooland Ju- 
venile Singing Books. 
* Just what we have long wanted,’’ is the praise from 


every direction. $5 per dozen. Ask your bookseller for it, 
or send S0cts. for sample copy. S@"Specimen pages free. 


NTHEM CHOI 


The most popular work extant for open- 
ing and closing choir service, also con- 
vention use. $10.50 per doz. Sample 


copy $1. B@™" Specimen pages free. 


W.W. WHITNEY, TOLEDO, O. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


RS. @ A. BINDER’S OPEN'*NG OF 

Winter Bonnets and Hats, Dress Trimmings, 
Laces, Fancy Goods; also Dressmaking, No. 1101 
Chestnut Street, » Philadelphia, 


ooDY Photographs, 15c. 
each ; two for 25c.; 

MO a, vaid. ee merican Photograph 
Company, ‘Brookl yn, New York. 


916 a SP HILADELPHIA. 916 


THOMAS M. FREELAND, 


FURRIER. 
We have ready a fine stock of Ladies’ Furs made for 
first-class trade, which we will sell at the lowest 
rates. Alterations and repairs dong in the best 
manner. 
SEAL SACQUES, SABLE, BLACK MARTEN, CHIN- 
CHILLA, SEAL, OTTER AND BEAVER SETS. 


FLORIDA MOSS—FLORIDA WOSs, 
Decorate your Homes and the Church with the 
Beautiful FLORIDA MOSS. Large 50c., $1 and #, 
ee sent, postpaid, by mail. Price, $% per 
arrel, on board cars or steamer. Cash to accom 
ny orders. (Orange Groves, Farms, City and 
Country Residences, ete., for sale and exchange.) 
Address, C. A. LINCOLN, Real Estate Agent, Jac k- 
sonville, Florida. 
4&@ Refers to Hon. Marshall Jewell, P. M. G. 


10 PER CENT. NET. 
Improved Farm First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guar- 
anteed. We loan not to exceed one-third of the 
value ascertained by personal inspection. In many 

years’ business have never lost a ¢ Qollar. We pay the 

nterest promptly semi-annually in New York. No 

customer of ours ever waited a day for interest, not 

even during the hardest time that Kansas is likely 

ever to see. Her prosperity is now certain. Send for 

particulars. References in every State in the Union. 
J.B. WATKINS & CO., Lawrence, Kansas. 

4@ Collections resiunameobn the West a ahecaon ilty. “ee 


EST CHESTNUT STREET INSTITUTE, 
Ne. 4035 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. 


This Boarding and Day School is delightfully 
situated in West Philadelphia, and combines advan 
tages of both city and country. For circulars with 
references address the Principal, Mrs. J. A. BOGARDUS 


WM. FEWSMITH’S 
SCHOOL. 

Rooms Central and Commodious. 
Instruction Thorough and Systematic. 
Pupils fitted for College or for Business. 

1008 Chestnut nes Phila. 


CRITTENDEN’S 
NEW BUSINESS COLLEGE, 


1324 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
SAM’L W. CRITTENDEN, Principal. 


Author of “Crittenden’s Treatise on Book-keep- 
ing. No classes. Separate rooms for Ladies. 
Evening sessions, after September 15th. Send for 
circulars giving full particulars, 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 
THE READERS OF THE TIMES 
Should Patronize the Popular 


Dining and Ice Cream Rooms, 
OF G. BYRON MORSE, 


912 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


TOTEM. 


An amusing and instruct- 
ive game for children 
Finely illustrated. Sent 
postpaid for twenty-five 
cents. 

WM. R. GOULD, Suo- 
eessorto WEST & LEE 
GAME CO., Worcester, 
Mass. 

Send three cent stamp 
for catalogue of games. 


Fea JAMES McKNIGHT, 
_ Praetn sae ‘|Purnishing Undertaker 















WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


FURNISHING UNDERTAKERS, 


NO. 1216 RACE ST., Philadelphia. 


Hearse, Carriages, etc., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour during 
the night or day. 


JAMES ATWOOD. 






gts 
S MACHINES. 


Liberal Terms of Ex- 
gpereter Second-hand 
Machines of every des- 
cription. 


“DOMESTIC” PAPER FASHIONS. 
The Best Patterns made. Send 5cts. for Catalogue. 


Address DOMESTIC SEWING MACHINE C0. 
Acrnts Wantep. “@& NEW YORK. 


DEPARTMENT. 


CHANGE 
IN RATES. 


The following subscription rates, payable 
in advance, were established November 15: 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 copies, - = + $2.15 each. 
“ 16029 * ss ee 
30 copies and upwards, - - - 165 “ 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at 
the time of making their subscription, state 
that they are such, $1.65 each. 

( Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER $ .60. 


This paper published monthly, will be 
sent on receipt of its price, only to subscribers 
of THE TiMks, who are pastors or superin- 
tendents, and who when ordering it, state 
that they are such. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, - - $ .60 


100 “ one year, - - - 7.20 
Less than 100 Copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLAR’S QUARTERLY. 
100 Copies, three months,- - $ 500 
100 “ oneyear, - - 20.00 
Less than 160 Copies ats same rate. 


PUBLISHER’S 








Subecriptions will be received for any 
portion of a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made to a club at club 
rates only during the month in which it is 


formed. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction 
of a paper chan should be careful to 
name not only the post-office to which the 
wish it sent, but also the one to whi 
it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both County and State. 

Any person writing to renew either a 
> le or club subscription, in connection 

which his name has not before been 
beeen to the publisher, will please give the 
name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

Tf the date on the yellow label of address 
is not changed within two weeks after the 
renewal of a subscription, notice should be 
sent to this office. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THE 
Tres to their friends can have .-" 
copies sent free from this office any 
address. 


In ordering the Weekly Lesson Leaf for 
1876, subscribers will piease remember that 
the price is now $7 20 a hundred for one o. 
Subscriptions will be taken for any 
tion of a year, or any fraction of a hun 
copies at the same rate. 

For a full description of plans for THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, THE SCHOLARS’ 
QUARTERLY, or the WEEKLY Lesson 
LEAF, see the prospectus on another page. 





Now that the date of expiration is plainly 
printed on the yellow address label of each pa- 
per or package of papers, it will be necessary 
for all subscribers to renew promptly by the 
time thus designated or thew paper will be 
discontinued. 


ADVERTISING RATES 


Ordinary Advertisements: Per line 
(12 lines to an inch), for each in- 
sertion, . , 25 Cts, 
Special Notices : Per line (as above), 30 = 
Reading Matter: Per line (leaded), 50 


DISCOUNTS on the above rates as hens 


5 per cent. on 4 insertions. 
10 8 
15 “ “ “ 13 “ 
» “ “ “ 26 “ 
“ “ “ 52 “ 
y for Advertisements must be on 
ver Cop Saturday of the week preceding 
their issue. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Ad- 
vertisements should be addressed to 
JOHN DD. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 


610 CHESTNUT ST., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The New Yorx OrFice is at the Sun- 
day-school Teachers’ Reading Room, 304 
Fourth Avenue, Y. s C. A. Buildi 





E. P. WALLING, f t. 


January 15, 1876.] 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. | 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


HELP ! 





All that Sunday-school Teachers and Scholars need | 


can be found in our 


BIBLE STUDIES _ 


LESSON LEAVES. 


The most economical periodical for ys ee 
Teachers, Bible-classes, and Older Scholars. 


UNSECTARIAN. 


Issued monthly as aids ‘n preparing the lessons 
of the INTERNATIONAL SERIES, 

THE BIBLE STUDIES, by its illustra- 
tions, incidents, and articles specially prepared, 
is made particularly attractive to tne youth who 
have outgrown the children’s p»pers. The best 
talent obiainable is employed and articles are 
— from the most promi. ent writers and 

unday-school workers ofall denominations. One 
Lesson LEaF accompanies each copy. 

THE LES<ON LEAVES, which form a 
part of the ILLUSTRATED BIBLE STUDIES are su- 
_ to anything of the kind yet published. 

bey have e ght p»ges and contain besives ques- 
tions and n: tes, newsones and at intervalsa Con- 
cert Exercise, and a map or other engraving 
Price one cert each, or 75 cents per hundred. 

The subscription price of the * Studies” is $l per 
year. For $11» we send the “Stud es” one year 
and cur charming Fioral Crosses. For $1.40 the 
“ Studies” and the Floral Crosses in oval and gilt 


The Bible Studies & Smith’s Bible Dictionary 


On receipt of $18.00 we wili send ten copies of 
the KIBLE STUDIES « ne year, and ten copies of Dr. 
Smith's celebrated Bibie Di tionary. The regular 
price of the Dictionary is $3 00. 

The booss wiil be sent by express from here or 
from Hartford, Ct., at expense of recipients. 

Cheap Clab Rates. —wiITHOUT PREMIUMS. 
_— STUDIES 1 year one address 8 cts. each. 
) “ . te ‘ “ “ 


20 “ “ “ “ “ = “ 
30 “ “ “ “ “ 50 “ 
“ “ “ “ “ 40 “ 


Specimen copies sent to any address. 
Cc. H. HOWARD & CO., Publishers, 
151 & 153 Fifth Aavenne, chicago. 


PRESIDENT FINNEY’S 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 


NOW Is THE TIME 
TO INTRODUCE 


The Graded Series of Question Books, on 


The Great Promises of the Bible, 


By Rev cone Banvard Vol.1for Children. Vol. 
2 for Youth. Vol. 3 for Adults. Price of each part, 
15 Cents. As many schools are not using the Inter- 


national Lessons we invite them to examine these 
books before adopting any others. Please send for 
our list of S.8. Concert Exercises, and Sunday-school 
Books. 25 New Books publishe d the past year. 


Published by 
HENRY A. YOUNG & CO., 
26 School Street, Boston. 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT! 


A new book for Conventions, Singing Classes, and 
Churches. 


“THE CHOICE. ‘s 


BY JAS. McGRANAHAN & C. C, CASE 
THE BEST AND ONLY 


The Peps | CHOICE! 


The Pupils’ 
Everybody 

Contains 192 pages, embracing Entirely New Sing- 
ing School Department; Original and Strikin 
Exercises and Examples; Stirring Part-Songs an 
Choruses; Beautiful Solos; Rousing Rounds and 
Graceful Glees. 

EVERYTHING CHOICE 


AN Ww antin in most works of the kind. 

The “Choice” contains a large col- 

IMPORTANT lection of standard Church Tunes, 

FEATURE for use of Choirs and Congrega- 
tions, and 

SIXTY PAGES OF ANTHEMS. 

Price, 75 cents; $7.50 per dozen. Single Specimen 

Copies sent, post-paid, on receipt of retail price. 
PUBLISHED BY 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
‘«INCINNATI, O. 
82 ) W OR’ r H: The largest, best. and most popu 
lar musical monthly in the world, 
- @f— Forty pages of new music and in- 
MUSIC iter. Onty St.soay: ar, with 
valnable premium, $20 worth 
or music in each volume. 
containing $2.00 weedh of new musie and full 
particulars. Agents wanted. Catalogues of Music 
and Music Books se * free. Address 
B 
Music Publishing wunianinis TeeeerNe, oe, 
-1E 1S, ten 
“ SPEAKING PIECE! 
Any boy or girl wanting to find fresh Poetry, Ora- 
tions, should take the New England Journal of Educa- 
cation, Boston, Mass., and have the benefit of Mrs M. 
B. C. Slade’s School Exhibition Department. Send 


BRAINARD’S MUSICAL WORLD, 
teresting reading in each num- 
For $1.50. end 15 nts for 
ents for specimen copy, 
RAInARD’S SONS 
tions, Dialogues, Charades, etc., to speak at exhibi- 
stamp for copy. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


NAIL 
HEADS: 








or, HELPS FOR PRIMARY TEACHERS. 
By Mrs. GEO. PARTRIDGE, with an introduction by 
J. BENNETT TYLER. 
EVERY SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHER SHOULD HAVE IT. 
Price, 75 cts., sent, post-paid, on receipt of price, by 
FAIRBANKS & CO., rs. 54 and 566 MADISON STREET, er Minois. 


JUs'T : 
PUBLISHED 





INSURANCE. 


Provident Life and Trust Company 
orf ep areata, eae 


ASSETS . 
Similar to the « Friends’ 
Mortality 


Provident, # ’ of England. 
Prudent, straightforward, and economical management. Strictly Mutual. 


- = OVER $3,000,000. 
Riaks not confined to Friends. Low rates of 


Business Men Wanted as Agents. 


Fiftieth Annnal Statement 


—OF THE— 


\NMLMA\ 


FIRE INSURANCE CO,, 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


first 


Bonds and Mortgages, being all 
mortgages on improved property 


§491,707.00 
Philade Iphia, Wilmington anc Baltimore 


Railroad CO...0.. .-.--. coccccseccesveceee Stoe 7,875.00 
Philadelphia, W ilmington and Bal 
timore Railroad Co ....-. cess... L oan 30,300.00 








Pennsylvania Railroad Co...... 11,660.00 
Philadelphia and Reading Railroad 

CDi ciiccnsevaqicccssccsacanccdendsesnensssnccssescce 21,200.00 
Delaware Railroad Co. ; 15,450.00 
Philadelphia and Erie Railroad Co.. 25,000.00 

North Pennsylvania Railroad Co..... $2,400.00 
Harrisburg, Portsmouth, Mt. Joy 

and Lancaster Railroad Co ......... 2,700.00 
Lehigh Valley Railroad Co..........++.. 55,990.00 
Elmira and Williamsport remmeeen . 

GC icncsenssceseces . 25,000.00 
West Jersey Railroad 10,600,000 
Pennsylvania and New York Rail- ae 

2 RE TER NSS ANY 25,680.00 
United Canal and Railroad.............. 59,100.00 
Southern Central Railroad Co. of 

BE TN ccccannsranenentegbismiscsnes «ccsnne ©1.000.00 
American Steamship Co 11,325.00 





Schuylkill Navigation Co 17,695.00 


Lehigh Coal and Navigation Co...... 50,715.00 
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Co 8,800.00 
Delaware Division Canal Co............ 19,000.00 
Philadelphia and Reading Coal and 

OO eS ee aes a Se 18,000.00 



















United States Five Per Cent 
Philadelphia City Warrants 
Philadelphia City Fives..... 
Philadelphia City Sixes. .... 
Harrisburg City Sixes... 


23,200.00 





St. Louis City sixes ... 23,750.00 
Delaware State Sixes,.. 20,300.00 
Camden County Sixes...-..cccsceererees 15,450.00 
Cincinnati City Sixes...... 12,180.00 
Cincinnati City Sevens........ 10,600.00 
Cincinnati City 7 3-LOtHS........c ees 40,280,00 
Pittsburg S@VENS.......ccceceecereeee eeeeeees 66,300.00 
Newark Sevens 21,000.00 





Philadelphia Ba we Stock — 23,852.00 





U.S. Centennial....... 750.00 
Manayunk IE Cn cess nansanne cnsectaees 1,000.00 
Real Estate......... HOR Saks ints” Sncainth 60,000.00 
Loans on Collate -rals, re a a nal 5,000.00 
Cash in Managers’ hands... eves 53,662.34 
Cash in Office and Bank...........cccceseseeeeees 41,806.16 

525,460.84 


Wa. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


THE 


CHARTER OAK 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


ASSETS, January Ist, 1876, . $13,266,440.68 
SURPLUS,. . 2. 2 ee es 1,292,543.41 


Insurance effected on all the + sree plans. 
erm insurance under the plan of 


Deposit Insurance 
Sama as aay Din Sta 


company. 
JAS. C. WALKELEY, Pres. 
8. H. Warts, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
HALSEY STEVENS, Sec’y. 
Wm. L. Squire, Asst Sec’'y, L. W. Megcu, Actuary. 


1825. — 1 
THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00. - Assets, $1,572,139.92 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 

WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


876. 








AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
Southeast Corner of Fourth and Walnut Streets 


Established 1860. 
Asseta, January 1, 1875, $4,793,444.53. 
TRUSTEES. 


George W. Hill, 

Alexander Whilldin, 

George Nugent, 

Hon. James Pollock, 

W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennett 

Albert C. Roberta, L. M. Whilldin, 
John Wanamaker. 


S@ Charter Perpetual. “Ge 


GEORGE W. HILL, President. 
JOHN 8. WILSON, Secretary. 
JOHN C. SIMS, Actuary. 


Philip B. Mingle, 
Hon. Alex. G. Cattel! 
Isaac Hazlehurst, 
James L. Claghorn, 


HE PENN M UT TAL “LIFE 
SURANCE bo gy bk § OF PH 
DELPHIA.—Assets Accumulated, $4,875 
The Penn is a purely MUTUAL COMPANY. ‘Ali 
ofits surplus premiums are returned to the mem- 
bers every year, thus ape insurance at the 
lowest possible rates. All policies non-forfeitable 
for their value. Endowment policies issued at 
life rates. AGENTS WANTED. Apply to 
H. 8. STEPHENS, Vice President, 
No. 921 Chestnut St., Philad’a, Pa. 


IN- 





THE TRAVELERS 


INSURANCE COMPANY, of Hartford, Conn., has 
written 23,000 Life Policies, and 390,000 General 
Accident Policies It has paid upwards of Two 
MILLION Two HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS in 
benefits to-accident policy holders. It sells both 


LIFE & ACCIDEN? 


Insurance, of the Best Quality on the Best Terms. 
It has cash assets'of $3 600,000, and a surplus in 
poicy holders of over $',300000. Its premiums 
are low, its contract definite, and its security equal 
to any other 


INSURANCE CO. 


JAS. G. BATTERSON, President. 
RODNEY DENNIS, Secretary, 
JOHN E. MORRIS, Ass’t Sec’y. 


aa Apply to any Agent, or write to the Com- 
pany at Hartford, Connecticut. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


European Manufacturers of Rubber 
Goods in the Background. 


The fame of 
our beautiful 
Gossamer Rub- 
ber Clothing, 
for Ladies’ and 
Gentlemen’s 
storm use, has 
extended to 
Europe. Rub- 
ber manufac- 
turers there 
readily acmit 
their superi- 
Ority to any 
ever made by 
them in ligh 
weight, strength, 
im perviousness 
to:a!t or fresh 
water, and total 


GOSSAMER RUBBER CLOTHING CO.. 
289 Devonshire St., Boston. 
N. B.—Send Postal Card for our new Illustrated 


absence of ad- 
hesion under 
any circum- 
stances in the 
hottest of wea- 
ther 
make Ladies’ 
and Misses’ 
Gossamer Leg 


mer Hats and 
Caps for Gen 
tlemen, and 


brellas, the 
only real wa- 
ter-proof Um- 
brella made. 





Circular. To introduce our goods where they are 
not sold at retail we will, on receipt of the follow 
ing, send by mail: 

1 Gent's Coat, $10.00. 1 Gent's bm at, $2.0 

1 Ladies’ 56-in. Cape, 8.25. ng L 

#a-Please state a you saw this notice in THE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


$15 SHOT GUN 


A double barrel bar or front action lesbos 
warranted genuine twist barrels, and ie g00d 8 hooter, 
OB NO SALE ; with k, Pouch and Wad-cu'ter. for 


815. Can be sent’. with privilege to exami 
before avi bill. Send stamp for circular to P. 
POW N, 238 Main Street, Cincinnati, 0. 


We also | 


gins ana Dress | 
Shields, Gossa- | 


Gossamer lm- | 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





OING TO SCHOOT,,—Every 
parent having a child attending School 
should read each week the New England Journal 
of Education, Boston, Massachusetts, and know 
whether the teaching their children receive is the 
best and according to the best methods or not. Send 
stamp for copy 


INNING WORDS—A Sunday-school Paper 

for the young—grows in favor each year. Pub- 

lished monthly and semi-monthly. Send for a spe 

cimen before ordering ea fa tS = aere r 
for 1876. RED M 

218. ae enth Derect, Phila. 


PRESIDENT FINNEY’S 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 


PRICE REDUCED TO ONLY $5.00. 


Best Help to the Study of this Year’s Lessons 


The Portable Commentary, 


In 2 Vols Cloth By Jamieson, Fausset, and 
jrown. This without exception is the best com 
plete Commentary in portable form, and at the re- 
duced price the Cheapest in the Market. Published 


by 
. HENRY A. YOUNG & €®., 
| 26 School Street, Bosten. 


OW TO TEACH.—Whether a Teacher in a 
puqlic or private school, or in the Sunday- 
school, you need the valuable information 
given each week in the New England Journal of 
Education, Boston, Mass.—the largest and best Edu- 
cational Journal in the world. Send stamp for 
specimen. 


MISC ELLAN Zous. 





J. & R. LAMB.59. CARMINE ST. N.Y 


Pulpits: CHAIRS COMMUNION Tables 
Exclusively for CHURCH PURPOSES. 
Silk $. $. Banners in colors & gold, § $6. 


Catalogues, “350 Ilus., post-free, 15 ¢ 15 cts. 








JOHN GIBSON—Plain, Decorative, and Fresco Painting. 


J & tt. H. GIBSUN Glass Stainers; Modern and 


Antique Church Glass, Etc. 
23 and 125 S. Eleventh Street, Phila. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Established in 1887 
Superior Bells of Co; r one em 
mounted with the best Rotary p= 4 

ings, for Churches, Schools 

Factories, Court Houses, Fire inum 

Tower Clocks, Chimes, etc. Fully 

Warrante 1 

Llustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT, 

107 and 104 East Second &t..Cincinns 


ROBERT PATON & SON, 


Manufacturers of 


Church and School Fumitare 











New With 
Style of Adjustable 
Superinten- Top. 
dent's A Great 
Desk. : Favorite. 
SETTEES. aL ACK BOARDS, ETC., 
No. 26 Grove Street, New York. 
N. B.—Our Patent Reversible Settees are acknowl 
edged favorites. Bleecker Street and Eighth Ave. 


cars pass within one block of the door. 
ae Send stamp for Catalogue. 


FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. 








FIRE 


PROOF, 
| BURGLAR PROOF, 


| DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN’S SAFE CO., 


721 Chestnut St., 
| PHILADELPHIA. 
|265 Broadway, 

NEW YORK. 


Marcy’s Sciopticon and Lantern Slides. 


New and brilliant effects. Circulars free. 


SPECIAL offer to SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


L. J. MARCY, 1340 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 














—_—_——— 





————— 
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CHURCH ORGANS. 








(Established 1846.) 


J. ESTEY & Co. 


Brattleboro, “7 t. 
ae Send for Illustrated Catalogue. 


PHILADELPHIA WAREROOMS 
FOR THE SALE OF 


ESTEY COTTAGE ORGANS & ARION PIANOS, 


1308 CHESTNUT STREET. 
_ KE. M. BRUCE & CO. 


— - The highest grade of work + 


f ele“ ies the lowest price always given, 
¢ bu RRA 2 Over 800 in use. 
Established in 1829. 
0) RCO +{ . Ss Descriptive Cirenlars and 
specifications cheerfully fur- 
nished, Address 


E&G.G. Hook & HASTINGS. BosTON,US.A 


AGENTS WANTED, 





$12 a day at home. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terms free, TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 


Ornamental Cards, 5 designs, 10 cts., mixed 
Cards with name, 10 cts., 20 Acquaintance 
Jai ds, 10 cents, postpaid. Send three-cent stamp 
for Agent’s Outfit. L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y. 


$5 t0 $20 Stimson & Co. Fortiand: Maine 


A WEEK to Agents, Old and Young, Male and 
Female, in their locality. Terms and OUTFIT 
Address, P. O. Vickery & Co., Augusta, 


Work popular with all denominations. Posi- 

y the very best chance of the year for first- 

class agents. For circulars, address H. S. Goud- 
speea & Co., 14 Barclay St., N.Y. 


1 AGENTS WANTED for a New Religious 
ti 


ANTE D.—0ld Agents, Ladies, and Cler- 
gymen, to solicit Subscriptions for a New Re- 
ari Work. Highly commended by Clergymen 
of all denominations. Terms liberal, Address J. 
P. Fitcn, Publisher, Box 449, Hartford, Conn, 


GENTS WANTED to take AGENTS’ 
QUIDE,. Gives general information and in- 
struction to Agents. f want no agents. I sell no 
oods; I only describe the goods of those who do. 
‘ew Inventions, Novelties, New Books, Papers, Ma 
nines, everything that Agents want. I post 
them at once. Only 10 cents a year, post-paid; 


nothing free. 
Thames P. SCOTT, 69 Dearborn St., Chicago. 


AGENTS x"""" GRAND NEW BOOK. 


PRESENT CONFLICT, 


of SCIENCE with RELIGION; or, 


MODERN SKEPTICISH MET on its OWN GROUND. 


The dest theme and most vital question of the 
day. By the author of “ScIENCE AND THE BIBLE” 
Every man, woman, and child @ants to read it. It 
ives the Christian a reason for his faith, proves 

e wonderful discoveries of Science in harmony 
with God's Word, disproves the Tyndall assertions 
and destroys the Darwin theory. It sells beyond 
all expectation. First agent sold 33, second 17, third 
25. first week. First agent 31 second week. Every- 
body buysit Avoid the sensational trash advertised 
by other publishers, and secure territory for this 
book, that sells because the people need and want 
it. Send for circular and terms to agents. P. W. 
ZIEGLER & CO., 518 Arch 8t., Philadelphia, Pa. 


AGENTS WANTED for our new book on 


MOODY & SANKEY 
And their Work on both Sides of the Sea. 


By an EMINENT CHICAGO DIVINE, & NEIGHBOR of MR. 
oopyY for years, and an EYE-WITNEss of, and PAR- 
TICIPANT in his great revival meetings in ENGLAND. 
Endorsed and approved by eminent Christians. 
Says Prest. Fow Ler of the NortH WESTERN UNI- 
VERSITY :—“ May God Pose this book a million readers, 
and many converts to Christ.” Send for circulars to 


. AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
118 RanpDOoLpH St., CHICAGO, ILL. 


IMMENSE SUCCESS!! 40,000 of the Genuine 


L al =O ol oe — loo) 1 — Sen) ‘ws 
already sold, demand increasing. Full of thrilling 
interest and spirited illustrations, the millions are 
eager to get it, and more goa agents are needed at 
once. Profits are splendid. For particulars address, 
HUBBARD BROS.,, Publishers, 723 Sansom Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 











AGENTS WANTED 
For Dr. March’s Great Work. 


NIGHT SCENES. 


In the Bible. Sells everywhere, and always pleases. 
The Christian Herald says—“ It is full of truth, pre- 
cious as gems in a style of golden parity and ——_ 
Commended by Ministers of all denominations, the 
Press and } ng men everywhere. Send for cir- 
culars with full description. Thousands will be 
sold for HOLIDAY PRESENTS. Address J. 
Q. MoCURDY & CO., 268, Seventh St, Phila, Pa. 
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PERIODICALS, ETC. 


‘-. 2a oo 


CHRISTIAN UNION. 


REV. HENRY WARD BEECHER, Editor. 


° Ellinwood’s authorized verbatim reports each week of Mr. Beecher’s 


SERMONS IN PLYMOUTH CHURCH. 


All his literary productions, including the characteristic “Star Papers,” will be ; iven. 
SERIAL STORIES BY 
REV. EDWARD EVERETT HALE, ID.D., 


{Author of a “ Man without a Country,” etc.) 


HON. ALBION W- TOURGEE, 
Judge of the Superior Court of North Carolina, (Author of ‘‘Toinette,” etc.) 


MRS. HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, 
(Author of “ Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” etc.) 


A Comprehensive Family Religious Newspaper. Terms, 
$3.20 per year, postage prepaid. To Clergymen, $2.60. 


A gentleman writes: “It occurs to me that there are thousands of people that, if they only 
thought of it, would like to subscribe for the CuristriAN UNION just to show their apprecia- 
tion of Mr. Beecher. What can those numerous friends do better and easier to show their 
love and respect for him than by sending the price of the paper? I do believe that the cir- 
culation of the paper can be doubled by people that would be glad to do it if their attention 
were called to the matter. By the way, it occurs to me (I must be the first ‘convert’) that I 
have a friend in the country (whose address I inclose) that would enjoy the peper. I inclose 
the requisite amount.” 


CONTRIBUTORS AND CONTRIBUTIONS. 


Among our special contributors are Rev. Edward Eggleston, D.D., Rev. Leonard Bacon, 
D D., of New Haven, Prof. Noah Porter, of Yale College, Rey. Lyman Abbott, Rev. Thos 
K. Beecher, Rev. Joseph P. Thompson, Mrs. Mary B. Dodge, Mrs. Amelia Barr, and, in. 
brief, the leading writers of the country. 

Mrs. Stowe will write exclusively for this paper, as in the past. The several departments 
will embrace the Outlook, or brief comments on current events, editorials, stories, poetry, 
contributed articles on various subjects, reviews of books, the Household, the Little Folks, 
the Church and the Week, comprising the leading news, both sacred and secular, Questions 
and Answers, Uppermost Topics, Farm and Garden, Scientific and Sanitary, Art, and Finan- 
cial. In addition to this, arrangements have been effected to give greater prominence to the 
SunpDAY-ScHOOL DEPARTMENT, to meet the needs of teachers and scholars. Music, secular 
and sacred, will continue to form a prominent feature, and we shall print, during the year, 
choice compositions that would, if purchased in sheet form, cost much more than the sub- 
scription price of the paper. 


Agents Wanted. Special Terms. 
SEND FOR PARTICULARS. 
HENRY M. CLEVELAND, HORATIO C. KING, 
Publisher. Ass*t Publisher. 
37 PARK PLACE, New York. 


INDERGARTEN.—The Kindergarten Messen- QO a 

ger is merged in the New England Journat of ~~ [ NJ H) W 

Education, Boston, Mass. Miss E. P. PEABODY 

edits hereafter a Kindergarten Department in , | 
The New England. Teachers and parents interested | 
will send stamp for specimen copy and full infor- 
mation  ] 
T FOR HOLIDAY 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
BY SEP. WINNER, 


1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 












Book No. 1, for Organ and Piano. [ Bass. 

Book No. 2, for Violin, Viola, Violoncello, and Double- 

Book No.3,for Flute, Fife, Piccolo,Flageolet and Clarionet | PREPARED FOR MESSRS. 
me” Either book jn board covers, $1; in paper, 75 cts. | 


One sample copy each, postpaid, boards, 75 cts.; paper, 


WHITNEY'S MUSICAL GUEST ‘MOODY AND SANKEY’S 


For 1876 will contain $24 worth of New Music. 


Largest circulation of any musical journal in the SPECIAL SERVICES. 
United States. Excellent Editorials, Sketches of Travels, 
Original Stories, and the choicest of Music. Pages are 


sheet-music siz@. $1.10 per year, in advance. Specimen 


ae “Gospel Hymns 
SONGS BIBLE 


BOOK OF GEMS for the SUNDAY SCHOOL Sacred Songs,” 


Contains new Hymns and Tunes by best writers; a 
| 
| By P. P. BLISS and IRA D. SANKEY. 
| 


beautiful Seng for every Bible Lesson and Sunday 
School oceasion, adapted to the Popular Praise Meet- 
ings. Single copy, 35 cts.; $3.60 per doz, 

“Specimen pages free 


W W.WHITNEY, TOLEDO, 0. 
PRESIDENT FINNEY’S 


| Is issued in the following styles: 
| One, 32mo, Words only, paper covers ........ 5 ets, 
| One, 8vo, Words and Music, paper covers...25 cts, 


There are finer editions of each style: One of 


= — i the country ; ororders may be sent to either of the 
ELEGANT STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS AS SAM-_ Publishers, 
PLES, for 25 cents, or 75 cents per dozen. Over yOuIN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati. 


100 different views of the Holy ‘ 
J. ©. HEABY, Gien’s Falls, N. ¥, BIGLOW & MAIN, New York, 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


THE CAUSE OF MISSIONS. 
[An address from the Rev. Dr. Duff, reported 
Times ¢f B'essing 


In 


HE missionary work is the carrying in- 
to act God’s eternal purpose. God ex- 
isted from eternity as the triune Jehovah, 
—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,—filled with 
the fire of reciprocal holy love. But love is 
active. It behooved to come forth and seek 
some external ot ject on which to exert it- 
self beneficently. In the beginning, God, 
who is love, for the manifestation of his 
own glory, resolved to create beings capa- 
ble of apprehending that glory and reci- 
procating the ardent flames of his own love. 
He created mav. He endowed him with 
freedom of will. In the exercise of that 
will, man fell, from bis contemplation of 
God and his loving fellowship with God, 
into the deepest spiritual ruin and misery. 
Why did God permit this fall? It was per- 
mitted, we can at least say, in order that, 
by a new manifestation of his glorious at- 
tributes, he might bring still higher glory 
to his great name than was produced by 
the creation. Sin was allowed to take its 
terrible course. But a glorious redemption 
had been p'anned, and was gradually re- 
vealed by figures and types and promises, 
until, as the fulfillment of all of them, 
God’s own eternal Son appeared upon the 
earth in human nature, accepting the 
charge of man’s sin, making full expiation 
for it, and bringing in everlasting right- 
eousness through obedience unto death. 
Having done so, and having risen again 
from the dead in proof of the infinite su fli- 
ciency of his work, he summoned his dis- 
ciples around him, and, declaring to them 
that, as Mediator, all power was now his 
in heaven and on earth, commanded them 
to go into all the world and preach salva- 
tion to every creature—to goin his strength. 
Here was the first formal institution of 
the missionary enterprise. Why say that 
it is a novel thing? It is as old as the giv- 
ing of that command by the risen Re- 
deemer 1800 years ago,—as old as the 
promise given in the garden of Eden, that 
the seed of the woman shou!d bruise the 
head of the serpent,—coeval with eternity, 
having had its origin in God's eternal pur- 
pose, Why say some that it is visionary 
and worthless? How can it beso? It is 
the carrying out of the puryose of Jehovah, 
—the work by which ia to be realized bis 
purpose to raise men from the dust and 
defilement into which they had fallen,— 
from deepest wretchedness to highest bless- 
edness,—from hell to heaven; and can his 
purpose fail of accomplishment? can the 
work designed to accomplish it be unac- 
companied by his all-prevailing power? 

The apostles felt the inspiriting influence 
of the assurance that he was and would be 
with them even to the ends of the earth. 
They went forth everywhere preaching the 
Word; and if their mantles had fallen 
upon the multitudes who believed; and 
these continued the gospel from generation 
to generation, long ere now the whole 
world would have been won back to God 
in Christ,—to all the blessedness and 
beauty of a new homage of love to Je- 
hovah, 

But anew Satan and sin prevailed; the 
church became flooded witn errors; Ro- 
manism became dominant, and the great 
work of evangelization was stayed. 

The Reformation was a great evangelis- 
tic burst. The Reformers proclaimed anew 
with holy zeal the fullness and freeness of 
salvation in Christ ; but the heathen world 
was neglected. It is only within the last 
half century that the church has been 
awaking to its duty of carrying the procla- 
mation beyond its own sphere out into 
heathen lands. And even yet, not one of 
the sections of the Protestant Church any- 
where realizes, except in a very small de- 
gree, the vastness of the enterprise cc m- 
mitted to it, or the paramount obligations 
under which it lies. The chief end of the 
existence of the church is the evangeliza- 
tion of the heathen nations. But how in- 
finitely short do we come of realizing the 
appalling, the dreadful extent of the 
misery that is yet unrelieved by the knowl- 
edge of the grace of God in Christ Jesus ! 
From the great increase of the world’s po- 
pulation, the unconverted portion of it is 
now greater than the whole was when tbe 


| risen Saviour gave his command! What 


; Words only, at 10 cents; of Words and Music, 30 | 
A l ITOBIOGR A PHY | cents, 30 cents, 75 cents, and $1.25. | 
° 


These books are for sale by Booksellers all over | 


guilt lies somewhere,—lies at the door of 
every church,—lies before every professing 
disciple of Jesus, and may be crying up to 
heaven for righteous retribution! Arise, 
every One, and put away the guilt by reso- 
lute zealous obedience of the command! 
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Let not the Saviour’s designs be longer un- 
heeded, and his command disregarded ! 
What a vast proportion of the earth is now 
from the midst of its misery sending up a 
cry for help to the Lord of Sabaoth! God 
has given you the means of help. He has 
commanded you to go forth with it; and 
will you still refrain? You enjoy the gos- 
l of his grace yourselves,—you ask his 
lessing upon your enjoyment,—you seek 
to be made more happy in it; but how can 
you expect his blessing thus while you re- 
fuse to fully enter into fellowship with him 
in his great design,—while you put that 
last which God has put first? Oh that 
God’s people would enter into his mind as 
to this great matter,—that God himself 
would arouse them universally to see this 
great work as he sees it,—that he would 
move aspirants to the ministry to devote 
themselves to this enterprise,—that he 
would dispose and enable them to resist 
the tears and entreaties of fathers. and 
mothers and sisters and brothers not to 
risk its toil and dangers! And would that 
the Spirit of God were poured out upon 
the heathen, that they might be prepared 
to receive more readily the message from 
those who are already going forth among 
them, and might themselves repeat the 
joyful sound among their countrymen, till 
a whole army of regenerated, living, lovin 
ones arise to give glory to God as the God 
of salvation ! 





ON MR. MOODY’S TRACK. 


{J. B. T. Marsh, in The Christian at Work.} 


I HAVE not once heard the complaint, 
so often made after revival excitement 
has cooled, that converts did not “ hold 
out.” It was a common thing for people 
to come into his meetings indifferent and 
go away converted. Indeed, the emphasis 
with which he preached to all alike the 
duty of immediate surrender was a stum- 
bling-block to some good people. Who 
could not see that a man who decides 
promptly when an issue is fully before him, 
is quite as much to be depended on as one 
who dallies a long while over a decision? 
There are no more steadfast soldiers of 
Christ in the British churches to-day than 
those who enlisted under Mr. Moody. 
Perhaps no other minister in Edinburgh 
has had to do with so many of the converts 
in that city as Mr. Wilson, of the Barclay 
Church. e recently stated that he had 
known of but two declensions. But I am 
sure that the most important result of this 
two years’ work is not measured by the 
number of hopeful conversions in connec- 
tion with it, many thousands though they 
were. The beeline down of denomina- 
tional prejudices is most marked. The 
spiritual life of the churches has been 
greatly quickened. Ministers confess that 
they have preached since as they never 
knew how to preach before. ‘ He used to 
be a very different man, but he got a 
blessing when Moody was here,” was a 
remark made about an earnest Christian 
worker in Edinburgh, the like of which 
one often hears in Scotland. It was some- 
thing marvellous how he inoculated those 
whom he met with his zeal for souls. A 
business man in an English town went to 
hear him in another city. They had a 
five minutes’ talk together. A new fire 
was kindled in his heart, and since then 
he has had no greater joy than to preach 
in the evening on the street to those who 
never go to church; adjourning to some 
convenient room for a prayer and inquiry- 
meeting with such as may be entangled in 
his net. In Aberdeen I found the theatres 
filled every Sunday evening to listen to 
the simple, pleading presentation of gospel 
truth from a lawyer; aud a police magis- 
trate holding meetings in the Infirmary 
with the old people who are too feeble to 
get out to any other service. 

The results that followed his flying visits 
to some of the smaller cities were some- 


times quite remarkable. At Berwick-on 
Tweed I asked whether he held meetings 
there. “ Yes, he was here for one day.” 


I suggested that such a short visit did not 
leave much of a mark, probably. “Indeed 
it did,” was the answer. “It was the be- 
ginning of a great revival. Berwick has 
never been the same town since.” In many 
places the special revival interest—if it 
may be called special in such a case— 
which began with his meetings, still con- 
tinues. 

“ Evangelistic meetings” are a common 
form which this quickened interest in 
Christian work takes,—meetings with the 
special aim of leading sinners to Christ. 
They are held in halls, in churches, in 
tents ; on week-day evenings and on Sun- 
days, conducted sometimes by ministers 
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and sometimes by laymen, Edinburgh 
seemed to be full of them. The noon 
prayer-meeting is one of the notable re- 
sults of the work in the latter city. It is 
held in the Free Assembly Hall, and at- 
tended by hundreds every day. The min- 
isters and members of all denominations 
seem to be most thoroughly and delight- 
fully united in it. It flows on full to the 
banks with a current of its own. No one 
comes for the sake of “keeping it up.” 
The specific requests for prayer that are 
sent into it sometimes reach a hundred in 
one day, a goodly number being accompa- 
nied by thanksgiving for answers received 
to prayers previously solicited. On Satur- 
days it takes the form of a crowded chil- 
dren’s meeting, similar to those held in 
Dundee and other cities on Saturday 
afternoons. 


THE YOUNG KING OF GREECE. 
[From Dr. Field’s Letter in the N. Y¥. Evangelist. | 


HOSE who come in contact with him 

soon discover that he is not onlya man 
of education, but of practical knowledge 
of affairs ; that he “ carries an old head on 
young shoulders,” and has little of youth 
about him except its modesty, but this he 
has ina ected: degree, and it gives a great 
charm to his manners. I was struck with 
this as soon as we entered the room—an 
air so modest, and yet so frank and open, 
that it at once puts a stranger at his ease. 
There is omnthing very engaging in his 
manner, which uma our confidence 
by the freedom with which he gives his 
own. He welcomed us most cordially, and 
shook us warmly by the hand, and com- 
menced the conversation in excellent Eng- 
lish, talking with as much apparent free- 
dom as if he were with old friends. We 
were quite alone with him, and had him 
all to ourselves. There was nothing of the 
manner of one who feels that his dignity 
consists in maintaining a stiff and rigid 
attitude. On the contrary, his spirits 
seemed to run over, and he conv not 
only with the freedom, but the joyousness 
of aboy. He amu us very much by 
describing a scene which some traveler pro- 
per to — — in the Greek 
Legislature, when the speakers became so 
excited that they from words to 
blows, and the Assembly broke up in a 
general melee. Of course no such scene 
ever occurred, but it suited the _—— of 
some penny-a-liner, who probably was in 
want of a dinner, and must concoct “a 
sensation” for his journal. But I had been 
present at a meeting of the Greek Parlia- 
ment a day or two before, and could say 
with truth that it was far more quiet and 
decorous than the meeting of the National 
Assembly at Versailles, which I had wit- 
nessed several months before. Indeed no 
legislative body could be more orderly in 
its deliberations. . . . 

It will not be intruding into any privacy, 
if I speak of the king in his domestic re- 
lations. It is not always that kings and 
queens present the most worthy example 
to their people; and it was a real pleasure 
to hear the way in which everybody spoke 
of this royal family as a model. The 

ueen, a daughter of the Grand Duke 
mstantine of Russia, is famed for her 
beauty, and equally for the sweetness of 
her manners. The whole nation seems to 
be in love with her, she is so gentle and so 
. They have four children, ruddy- 
cheeked little creatures, whom we saw 
— about every day so blooming and 
rosy that the carriage looked like a basket 
of flowers. They were always jumping 
about like squirrels, so thatthe king told 
us he had to have them fastened in with 
leather straps, lest in their childish glee 
they should throw themselves overboard. 
In truth it was a pretty sight, that well 
might warm the heart of the most cold- 
blooded old bachelor that ever lived; and 
no one could see them riding by without 
blessing that beautiful young mother and 
her happy children. 
ere is something very fitting in such 
a young king and queen being at the head 
of a kingdom which is itself yung, that 
so rulers and people may grow in years 
and in happiness together. 


merican 
OOxkK 


Exchange. 


Furnish all new and second-hand books, magazines 
and reviews. Want second-hand books and back 
numbers and volumes of periodicals. Books, new 
and old, loaned to all rts of the United States. 
Book Exchange Monthly, 25 cents a year, gives par- 
ticulars, lists of books, etc. 

JOHN B, ALDEN, Manager: 


109 Fulton St, 
New York. 
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IBLE 
LESSONS 


Fourth Year. 1876. 


BEST SERIES OF LESSON HELPS PUBLISHED. 


1. Sunday-school Journal. Monthly. J. 
H. Vincent, D.D., editor. Particularly adapted to 
the wants of Superintendents, Teachers, and ad- 
vanced Scholars. Single copy, sixty-five cents a 
year, six or over to one address, tifty-five cents 
each. 


2. Lesson Leaf. Four pages a month, for 
Scholars only. 5% cents a year. $5.50 per 100. 

3. Lesson Compend., Indispensable to every 
Teacher. Isa digest of the best thoughts, and ex- 
planations of the best Bible Scholars of all ages, in 
connection with the lessons for the year. Per copy, 
sixty cents. 


4. Berean Question Book. Contains 
every lesson for the qeer, with Scripture, Topic, 
Text, Questions, Outlines, etc., ete. Price, 1 
cents. 

5. Picture Lesson Paper. For Primary 
Classes. Eight pages a month. Is the most elegant 
“Juvenile” in America. So arranged that it can 
be divided into four pages, one for each Sunday 
in the month. Price, twenty-six cents per an- 
num. 


6. The Leaf Cluster. Quarterly. Leaves, 
each 28-36 inches in size. Illustrated in colors. 
Bold, beautiful type. Printed on good paper. 
Price, per year, #4; per quarter, $1. Will serve a 


class of eng size fora year. May be profitably used 
in mission schools, and for general review in all 
schools. Every infant-class in the country should 
have a copy. 

7. Whedon’s Commentary. Vol. III. 
Old Testament Series. Joshua to 1 Samuel. By M. 
S. Terry. Price, $2.50. And Vol. III, New Testa- 
ment Series. Acts and Romans. By Dr. Whedon. 
Price, $1.75. 

The volumes on the Old Testament are larger 
and contain over a third more matter than those 
on the New Testament. 

All subscriptions to either of the periodicals must 
expire with March, June, September, or December. 

he Postage is prepaid by the Publishers, as re- 
quired by law. 

Cash must accompany each order. 





Address, 


NELSON & PHILLIPS, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 


WESTMINSTER 
QUESTION BOOK. 


FOR 1876S. 


BY THE REV. WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


A HAND-BOOK FOR TEACHER AND SCHOLAR. 


PRICE $18 PER 100 NET. 
PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, 


1334 Chestnut St., Philada., Pa. 








aqTo prevent | in the receipt of the Ques- 
tion Book, schools will please order as early as pos- 
sible. We would like to have such orders now, and 
deliver the books during January. 


JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 


JUST ISSUED 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 


How to Teach the Little Folks 


FOR INFANT SCHOOLS, 
TEACHERS AND PARENTS. 
By Mr. Tyler, Mrs. Alden, Faith Latimer, and 
Mrs. Partridge. 


18mo. Cloth. Price 30 Cents. 





Please address orders to 


JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 





MIC 1876 iS 


RD, Eprror. Pioneer Sunda 
School Magazine. Nipeeneminationss, Evangelica 
Best Contributions, Best Lessons, Best. Editorials, 
$1.50 per year. No S. S. Magazine’ so popular. 


Specimen Copy sent 





on application to 


’ Adams, Blackmer, & Lyon Pub, Co.) Chicago. ” 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





Ginrsrran ar Work 
T. De Witt Talmage, Editor, 


Offers Inducements to Agents, Subscribers, and 
Readers Never Before Presented, 
EDITORIALS 
EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE. 
SERMONS 
EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS 
UXPLAINED EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGFE., 
“A GOOD YEAR,’ 

A NEW SERIAL by Dr. BAKER, of Boston, who says: 
* Please God, it shall be the best story I have ever written. 
Asgonts Wanted 
FOR EVERY TOWN IN 
The United States and Canada, 


to whom such inducements will be offered that they 
are sure to drop everything else and go to work for 


THE CHRISTIAN AT WORK, 
TERMS :—$5 per year, in advance. 


B. R. CORWIN, Publisher, — 


* 102 Chambers Strect, New York. | 


PRESIDENT FINNEY’S 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 


“The pictorial embellishments are of a high order of 
excellence, and as rare artistic specimens have perhaps 
never been surpassed in any work of similar design.” — 
NEW YORK TRIBUNE, 








THE NEW ILLUSTRATED BOOK, 


A CENTURY AFTER: 


Picturesque Glimpses of Philadelphia and 
Pennsylvania. 


EDITED BY RICHARD HENRY STODDARD. 


_—_— 


Ilustrations by Moran, Darley, Woodward, Bensell, 
Sheppard, Schell, and others. 





Three hundred and sixty pages, heavy toned pa- 
per, size 10x12. Complete in Fifteen parts. Fifty 
Cents each. Agents wanted everywhere. Parties 
residing in localities where Agents have not been 
appointed, can obtain the work by addressing the 
Publishers. 

ALLEN, LANE & SCOTT, AND J. W. LAUDERBACH, 


233 South Fifth Street, Philadelphia. 


TWO GRAND SUCCESSES! 


BICHARDSON'S NEW METHOD 


FOR THE PIANOFORTE. 


The ne plus ul/ra of Pianoforte Instruction Books. 
Cannot be excelled, or even approached by its count- 
less competitors. Stands far abovethem all. Used 
by thousands of the best musie teachers, and sold by 
all Book and Music Dealers. Hundreds of thousands 


sold, and the demand as great as ever. 
Price, $3.75, for which it will be mailed, post- 
free, to any address, 


CLARKE’S NEW METHOD 


FOR REED ORGANS. 


This, for Reed Instruments, is just what the other 
is for the Piano. It has withstox A extensive reviews 
and comparisons, and is pronounced by teachers 
and musicians to be the best instruction book of its 
kind ever published. For sale everywhere. 

Price, $2.50, for which it will be mailed, post- 
free, to any address. 


—_—_—— 


OLIVER DITSON & CO. 
BOSTON. 


«. H. Ditson & Co., 
TH BROADWAY, 
New York. 


J. E. Ditson & Co., 
SUCCESSORS TO LER & WALKER, 
Philadelphia. 





EVANGELICAL. UNDENOMINATIONAL. 
AMERICAN 


SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER, 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
Reduced rates for 1876. Single copies, 
$1.20 per annum. Send forsample. Address the 


publisher, CHAKLES B. HOLMES, 608 North Fourth 
Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


PRESIDENT FINNEY’S 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY, 
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THE OUTLOOK FOR 1876. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
H. CLAY TRUMBULL, Editor. GEO. A. PEL 


TZ, Associate Editor. JOHN WANAMAKER, Publisher. 








‘PVHE plans of Tae Sunpay-scHoo. Times for 1876 are broader and more oumplete than ever, The representative of the Sunday-school ca pace 
[ rapid progress of thought and work in its sphere. — ” a a a —_— 


INTERNATIONAL LESSON HELPS. 


Its lesson-helps form a series not to be excelled. They include: 


1, An tee poset of oe Lesson by William Ormiston, D.D., who as a skilled teacher and thorough Bible student shows rare power in adapting the leason-truths practically 

to all classes of learners. 

. Normal Hints to Primary-class teachers, by ‘“‘ Faith Latimer” (Mrs. J. A. Miller, of Louisville, Ky.), herself an experienced prim teacher. 
. A brief ae of the spiritual truths of each lesson a the Rev. A. J. Gordon, of Boston. -— —-- _ 
. Bible Lights on the lesson, or parallel and illustrative 8c pture texts, to show at a glance the bearing of Scripture on Scripture. 

. Selected Illustrations, to aid the teacher in understanding and applying lesson-truths. 

An Eclectic Commentary, or the best thoughts of the ages on the Bible teaching of the lesson. 

‘ Soageetve Outlines = Blackboard, or the — slate, ~ pe Pe J. - te 1inson, a ano others. 

. Lights from Bible Lands. A series of sketches of travel, and of Oriental illustrations, by well known scholars and travelers, including Hen > .D. 
author of the The Oriental Album, Bible Lands, etc,; also the Rev. W. L. Gage, the well-known Bible geographer, who yisi ot mb ont an 
special examination of localities considered in the lessons for 1876. 

Review plans by John B. Smith, of East Hartford, Conn., a master-workman in review methods, 
. Special articles by competent and distinguished writers calculated to aid parents and teachers in the study of the lessons of the year. 


NORMAL HELPS. 


In the line of helps to Sunday-school workers, aside from mere lesson study, there are promised : 

A series of Normal papers, on methods of work in every department of the Sunday-school (showing what should be done, and why), calculated to be of service to pastors 
superintendents, and teachers, and to local normal-classes. ‘ 

“Words of Workers,” a collection of the best sayings of the best Sunday-school workers on classified themes of Sunday-school work. 

A Bible exercise for the Sunday-school concert, as often as once a month. 

Specimen exercises for opening and closing schools, for installing teachers, and for various special occasions, 

Descriptive sketches of specimen Sunday-schools in city and country—church and mission schools. 


OTHER ATTRACTIONS. 


As a Sunday-school newspaper Tue Times is to retain its foremost place, giving in convenient and classified form Sunday-school intelligence fro 1] parts 

including sapesle of conventions, institutes, associations, normal-classes, with the most valuable addresses of leading Sunday -schosl workers. a siti 7 
Its columns of Home Reading are to be supplied with the choicest original material from the pens of the best writers. As an earnest of the good things to be provided in 

this department it may be mentioned that among those who have contributed to it within the past few weeks are John Hall. D.D., C. H. Toy, D.D., Theodore Cuyler, D.D., M 

B. Riddle, D.D., Edward Eggleston, D.D., Geo. Dana Boardman, D.D., W. H. VanDoren, D.D., Peter Stryker, D.D., J. T. Crane, D.D., the Rev. Messrs. Washington Gladden, 

B. L. Agnew, Samuel W. Duffield, Lyman Abbott, Asa Bullard, Joseph H. Twichell, G. B. Willcox, and Spencer Kennard, W. C. Prime, LL. D., Jonn 8 Hart LL.D., Gen. O. O. 

Howard, Mary EK. Bradley, Margaret E. Sangster, Mrs. W. F. Crafts, Mary B. Dodge, and Mrs. E. Oakes Smith. These and many such strong writers may be counted on for 1876. 
Choice religious and miscellaneous selections from American and European journals, under the head of ‘‘ Worth Repeating,’’ will add to the value of the paper in the Chris- 
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tian household. 


Yare will be taken to make its reviews and notices of current literature so thorough and discriminating as to give to the reader an understanding of the character and merits 
of the works considered, 


Indeed, it is intended to make this paper in all departments worthy of its foremost place in the Sunday-school world. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATHS. 


The following subscription rates, payable in advance, were established November 15th : 


From 1 to 14 Copies - $2.15 each, (which includes 15 Cents for prepaid postage. 
Fromi15to29 “ '- - 190 * ‘ a for prepaid postage.) 


30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 a “ “ 7 “ 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time of making their subscription, state that they are such. $1.65 each. 


A NEW FEATURE. 


To secure to superintendents, for use in the desk, helps to which the teachers and scholars have not access, 


“THE SUPERINTENDENT’S PAPER” 


is to be issued monthly, containing for each week blackboard outlines, suggestions for comment and remark, review questions, and appropriate illustrations. This paper will be 
sent on receipt of its price, 50 cents, only to subscribers of Tus Times, who are pastors or superintendents, and who when ordering it, state that they are such. 
The above rates include postage, which will be prepaid at the office of publication. 


SCHOLARS’ HELPS. 
THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


A handsome Lesson Leaf on colored paper—a different color for each pray | of the month—will be published, to aid scholars in their study. This Leaf will contain the 
Lesson Text, the Topic, and Golden Text, a list of Home Readings, a Lesson Outline, and questions to aid the scholar not only in his examination of the lessons but in the 
practical application of its truths. 


“THE SCHOLAR’S QUARTERLY.” 


There is also offered for the new year a collection in small quarto form of the twelve lessons of each three months, with a quarterly review outline for the thirteenth Sunday. 
With the Scripture text of each lesson will be given marginal references; and the pronunciation of proper names will be indicated. rief explanatory notes to aid the scholars in 
their study ; suggestions to teachers and scholars as to methods of work ; a compact Bible dictionary or alphabetical explanation of terms, and description of persons, places, and 
customs included in the lessons; a map of Palestine in the time of Saul, and a preliminary sketch of the subjects of study, by the Rev. William Ormiston, D.D., of New York 
will aid in making Tae ScHoLar’s QuARTERLY the most complete and valuable help to scholars published on the International Lessons. The objections raised by many against 
detached Lesson Leaves are met in this publication—which is at the same time a great improvement over the old-fashioned question book. 
The lesson questions in both THz Werexiy Lesson Lear and Tue ScHoLar’s QUARTERLY, and the review outlines, will be prepared by John B. Smith, of East Hartford, Conn. 
who is unequaled in this line of work—the whole being revised by H. Clay Trumbull, recently Normal Secretary of the American Sunday-school Union, and now editor-in- 
chief of Tak SunDAY-scHOOL TIMEs. 


In ordering the Weekly Lesson Leaves subscribers should state the month for which they desire to have them commence; if they do not, the Leaves will be sent for the 
month following the date of receiving the order. 


Subscribers not receiving Lessons by the tenth of the month previous to their date, will please notify the Business Manager, so that they may be forwarded at once. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF: {400 pies one month, - - $ OO 
f hg ? ° 
THE SCHULAR'S QUARTERLY:{100 Copies: three months, _- $ 6-00 
LESS THAN 100 COPIES OF EITHER AT SAME RATE. 


ADDRESS, 
NEW YORK OFFICE: 
304 FOURTH AVENUE, 


E. P. WALLING, Agent. 


JOUN DM. WATTLES, 
BUSINESS MANAGER, 


610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
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